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/ ) T+ . #/ 0 @ The Bean Supper is on for Saturday, September 12 from 5:00 to 7:00 on
our church lawn (what little isleft). Because of the construction zone at
the church, the Bean Supper will be down sized, similar to our June
@ church picnic. It will not be a public fundraiser this year, but afun time

nonethe less.

Since gas service has been shut off, we are unable to prepare food at the
church. Becauseit isnot afor profit event, we will revert back to the

@ old days and prepare the bean dishes and salads at our homes. We will
have hot dogs on the grill as usua aong with dessert, music and bake
sale.

@ As acourtesy to the Congregational Church, we will invite their mem-
bers to the Bean Supper to show our appreciation for their help and

support.

Callers are needed to get us started to contact church members for food
and work assignments. Contact Ken Zaniewski at zaniew@verizon.net
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The Worship Committeeis holding aretreat on Sunday August Sth to
plan for the coming year. Among the topics that will be discussed are
plans for future services and anticipating the impact of the AIM
construction on worship services. Do you have worship related
guestions or comments that you would like the Committee to
consider? Please e-mail them to Tom D'Avanzo at
tdavanzo@yahoo.com.
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What is contemplation? 16th century mystic Theresa of Avilasaysitis
“awareness, absorbed and amazed.” Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hahn
describesit as “looking deeply at life asit isin the very here and now.”
And Walter Burghardt, recently deceased social justice theologian calls
contemplation “along loving look at the real.”

| hope to learn more about contempl ative practice in the coming year
through an extension course | will be taking with the Shalem Institute,
based in Maryland. The courseis Clergy Spiritual Life and Leadership
Program. Through two summer retreats (August 2009 and July 2010),
private readings, writing and spiritual practice, and monthly meetings
with a spiritual director, about 20 participants will spend a year deepen-
ing our experience with contemplative spirituality. We are all ministers
in parishes. | look forward to meeting the others at the retreat in August.

As part of the program, we are asking to consider forming a group
within our congregation that will be part of the process. This group
would meet every month or so, and has as one of its purposes asking the
guestion “where is this congregation being led spiritually?’ Like many
UU congregation, UCS does not have a common theological language,
so these questions must be nuanced. Y et as a religious congregation,
there is something that holds us together and makes this institution dif-
ferent from just any other social/secular institution. It is*something”
that the group will listen, engage and share.

If you think you might be interested in being part of such a group, or
want to suggest someone for whom you think this would be a good
match, please let me know. The focus and goals of this group arein for-
mation, to be developed collaboratively. | look forward to sharing what
| learn through this program in the coming year.

With all best wishes,

Tricia
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July has come and gonein ablink. Even during this
quiet time of year, too much is happening to write about
here, so here are just afew things that come to mind.

Religious Education and the Search Committee held re-
treats, and in August a number of other committees, in-
cluding the Board of Trustees, will hold retreats to plan
for the upcoming year. 1I’m delighted to hear about
these planning meetings, | can already feel us gaining
momentum as we approach another year of worship.

David and Mary Nelson hosted a Sunday service over-
looking Lake M assapoag.

Genera Assembly was held in Utah and members from
our church attended.

Bean Supper isramping up and will be held on Satur-
day, September 12" with the first church service of the
year the day following.

And of course the building project continues forward.
Fortunately the rainy weather has caused few delays and
the projected completion date still holds true for early to
mid-December.

In the meantime, the Board of Trustees decided to close
the church building for the rest of the summer for a
number of reasons: 1.) thereis currently no water in the
building (we will have water at the beginning of the
church year though), 2.) the vestry is being extensively
used by the contractor because the foundation work in-
volves being inside as well as out, and 3.) the back door
in the sanctuary is blocked off, thus eliminating that
means of egress. Limited meeting spaceis available at
the Congregationa Church, contact our administrator,
Janet Mayo, for availability.

Philip Conover

| will be on retreat from August 11-18 and away
with my family from August 21 till Sept. 4™. Dur-
ing that time Rev. Tess Baumberger, the Minister
of the Unity Church in North Easton and a Sharon
resident, will provide pastoral care coverage.

Tess can be reached on her cell phone at
508.373.3124 or email at tbaumberger@uuma.org

Aside from those weeks, | will be mostly around,
working at home and at the church office. The
summer isagreat time for planning, reading, and
visiting. If you would liketo visit, | would love to
spend time with you. Best ways to reach me are
viamy cell phone at 617-645-9681 or email:
revbrennan@uusharon.org.

Warmly,
Tricia B
F
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Janet Mayo, the Administrative Assistant, will be
working reduced hours for the summer. She will
have limited office hours and her schedule will
vary from week to week. Please leave her ames-
sage at 781-784-3652 or by email at
admin@uusharon.org and she will respond to you
as soon as possible.

Louise Marcoux, Director of Religious Education
will have limited office hours during August.
Please contact Louise via phone 781 784-0998 or
e-mail (dre@uusharon.org) to share information
or request a meeting.
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The UCS Socia Justice Committee is pleased to announce that
our church donated a total of $6,938.37 in the 2008-2009
church year through the “ Brown Envelope’ offerings and
Equal Exchange salesto local, national and international or-
ganizations promoting social action. In addition to those re-
ported in the annual report, these were the last donations made.

Tenancy Preservation Program —“Small Can Be Big” $155.78
Neighborhood Housing Services of the South Shore $155.78
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educational Network (GLSEN)
$551.77

Please continue to support the Stoughton-Sharon Food Pan-
try or your local food pantry during the summer months.
Their need for can donations actually increases during the sum-
mer months when children no longer have access to meals pro-
vided at schools. In Sharon, thereis a collection box at the
post office. And in Stoughton, thereis a collection box at the
public library.

We invite you to join the Social Justice Committee to plan
UCS social justice activities for 2009-2010. With the prospect
of occupying our new facility fast becoming areality, we are
looking to expand the vision and efforts of the SJC as one part
of the exciting new year before us all. The SJC will meet on
Wednesday, August 26", at 7:15 PM, at the Kendall Whaling
Museum. The Museum islocated at 23 Everett Street in
Sharon. (Off of Upland Road — it is the 2 %2 story stone build-
ing on the left side of the grounds as you enter the dead-end
complex at Everett Street. Call Gare's cell (781-492-4567) if
you need help finding the site.) Members and friends of UCS
may participate on this committee at any time. If you are not
able to attend SJC meetings, but would like to give us sugges-
tions or comments, please email justicecommittee@uusharon.

org.

Have a great summer!

Debbie and Jim Schulz welcomed their
granddaughter Penel ope Jane Schul z,

Penny, on July 12. Penny's parents Lee and
Jacob Schulz live in Melrose. The southeast
expressway has gotten alot shorter asthe
grandparents are back and forth to Melrose
to marvel at the baby.

A Discovery in the Walls

Clearing out the Harry Potter Room re-
cently, Gare Reid noticed a small cubby
high in thewall. Prying it open, he found a
badly mildewed church membership record
book. In it, with a page for each letter of the
alphabet, were signatures of members who
joined between 1950 and 1968, and afaith-
ful clerk's entry of names and dates of

those who had joined between 1905 and
1949. Among the familiar names. George
Bailey (joined 1946), Lucy Bailey (1949),
Don Brookfield (1950), Peggy Murano
(1956), Ruth Ashley (1957), Irving and
Betty Post, Nancy Ferguson and Suzie and
IraGray (all 1961--agood year!), and Bill
Fox (1964). | recognized the names of some
famous church 'pillars' too, like Frieda
Cushman, who joined in 1912 and wrote the
history of the parish.

The book was evidently left behind and for-
gotten when the minister's study was moved
to nicer quartersin the RE wing. With the
new move, a piece of our history comesto
light again, and will takeits place in our ar-
chives.

Beth McGregor
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The chaliced Questions, Questions! !

The Ministerial Search Committee wants to find the very best minister for our congregation — and we need to
know alot about you to do that. At our recent weekend retreat, we learned what we as a group considered im-
portant and here are two ways you can help us learn all about who you are, what you believe, what you hope
for in aminister, and where you would like us to go together.

Thefirst are Cottage Meetings. Please try to attend one to share your thoughts and insights about our church.
Y es! We will have food, and to make sure there' s plenty, we would greatly appreciate knowing which one you
plan to attend.

Day Date | Time Location RSVPto: Child
care

Saturday | 8/29 | TBD Ferry Beach, Maine Alison Reid  781-789-4472 Yes

Sunday 9/6 10:00 am | 10 Massapoag Ave, Sharon Colleen Tuck 781-784-7709 No

Tuesday 9/8 7:00 pm | 52 Upland Rd, Sharon Aidan Cunningham 781-784- No

8750
Sunday 9/20 | 12:30 pm | Church Vestry- pending con- David Shoenfeld 781-784-2652 | Yes
struction

WEe'll be following the very successful format of the Transition Committee’ s recent meetings, so we ask that
you please reflect on the following three questions.

What qualitiesin aminister are most important to you?
What would you like a minister to know about our congregation?
Where would you like usto be, as achurch, in 5 years?

Day Date | Time Location RSVP to:
Sunday | 9/27 | 4:00 Vestry - IYG Aidan Cunningham 781-784-8750

Sunday | 9/27 | 4:.00 Sanctuary-SrY G Liz Moore 781-784-0426

Of course, everyone's opinions are important. So we have also scheduled the following Cottage Meetings
(with pizza, of course!) for the youth. We'll be focusing on questions 1 & 2.

Also, coming to you in late August is the extremely important Congregational Survey. This asks detailed in-
formation about you, your beliefs, your interests and activitiesin the church, your views on the minister’srole
in church life, and your vision for our future. It will be fairly long, but the information is essential for the
Search Committee to have a good picture of our ideal minister - and for potential candidates to know if oursis
the right congregation for him or her.

Survey will come viathe same format as your Chalice —email or hard copy. Responses will need to be tabu-
lated in October, so there will be afirm deadlineto reply. Don’t miss out on thisimportant way to make your
views heard.
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The Caring Committee of the Unitarian Church of Sharon, working
closely with the minister, exists to provide thoughtful attention and
assistance to our members and friends with the understanding that we
all need support at sometimein our lives.

If you or afriend isin need of caring support, please contact the in-
terim minister, Rev. Tricia Brennan (revbrennan@uusharon.org or by
phone 617-645-9681) or a member of the Caring Committee; Louise
Chereski, Pat McDougal, Melissa Mills or Mary Nelson our email is
caring@uusharon.org.

Confidentiaity will always be respected and will not be shared with
our committee unless requested.

#

The Unitarian Universalist Association has had an email list,
election-I, which has been used to provide a space for discussion of
UUA elections. The procedures, which were put into place prior to
the UUA electionsin 2001, called for thislist to be shut down on Au-
gust 1, 2009. The list, which was created for discussion surrounding
the 2009 elections and those el ections, would have ended on this
date.

However, since the date of this year's election (June 27) there has been
substantial and illuminating discussion surrounding the UUA Board's
proposed changes to the election process, which are scheduled for a
Genera Assembly vote in 2010. It seems a bad ideato shut down the list
at this point, while it seems like a very good resource for consideration
about the proposed changes. Therefore, we have decided to commit to
continue the list until at least August 1, 2010. We will reevaluate the
purpose of the list at that point.

Until now, the list has been co-moderated by Paul Rickter, UUA
Secretary, and Rev. John Gibbons, chair of the Election Campaign
Practices Committee. Both Paul and John have completed their terms of
service in those roles, so they will no longer serve aslist
co-moderators. Paul's successor as UUA Secretary, Tom Loughrey, will
become one of the list co-moderators. John's successor as ECPC chair
won't be appointed until October 2009, so, until that appointment, the
board's first vice moderator, Jackie Shanti, will serve asthelist's other
co-moderator.

We invite your participation in these conversations. To subscribeto
election-1, go to http://lists.uua.org/mailman/listinfo/election-I .

-- Tom Loughrey & Paul Rickter, current & former UUA Secretaries

UCS Email Lists

You didn't know there wouldn't be
hot water or aworking oven for the
First Friday Pot Luck and Father's
Day Picnic?

No onetold you that the Ministerial
Search Committee islooking for pic-
tures to include in an information
package for ministerial candidates?

And when will the White-Olum-
Anderson family be having their an-
nual party this summer anyway?

If you've missed some or all of these
announcements, it may be because
you haven't subscribed to either of
the informational email lists offered
for the Unitarian Church of Sharon.

To make sure you receive relevant
email notifications about church
business, join the UCS Topica List
by sending an email to ucs-
subscribe@topica.com.

To receive non-official church mes-
sages like invitations to social gather-
ings, requests for assistance, items
for sale, or general discussion topics,
subscribe to the UCS Y ahoo Discus-
sion group by sending an emall

to UUSharon-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

A lot will be happening this summer!
These are two great waysto stay in-
formed and keep in touch!

Go to http://www.uusharon.org/
about/list.ntml for more information
on how to join, unsubscribe and add
messages to each of theselists.

Aﬂ
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Mon Aug 3 Women'’s Support Group
(offsite) 7:30 pm

Wed Aug 5 AIM Committee 7:30 pm
Ministerial Search Committee
(offsite) 8:00 pm

Thu Aug 6 Women'’s 12 Step (FCC) 7:30 pm

Sat Aug 8 Board of Trustees Retr eat
(Foxboro) 9:00 am
Religious Education Committee (offsite)

Sun Aug 9 Worship Committee Retreat
(C. Raskin’s house) 1:00 pm

Mon Aug 10 Building & Grounds Committee
7:30 pm

Thu Aug 13 Women’s 12 Step (FCC) 7:30 pm
Men’'sGroup (offsite) 8:00 pm

Mon Aug 17 Women’s Support Group
(offsite) 7:30 pm

Wed Aug 19 Committee Chairs
(FCC library) 7:15 pm
Ministerial Search Committee
(offsite) 8:00 pm

Thu Aug 20 Women’s 12 Step (FCC) 7:30 pm

Wed Aug 26 Social Justice Committee
(Kendall Museum) 7:15 pm

Thu Aug 27 Women’s 12 Step (FCC) 7:30 pm
Men’'s Group (offsite) 8:00 pm

Fri Aug 28 Newdletter Deadline 5:00 pm
Sat Aug 29 Cottage Meeting (Ferry Beach)
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Friday Evening August 28nd through Sunday afternoon August 30th
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Cost Grove Camping with all Grove Camping without Dorm with meals
H #
meals meals ” |
First Adult | $159 $80 $179 1 4
Second Adults | $95 $16 $179 |
13-17 Teens | $67 Free $154 t L) #
9-12 Youth | $54 Free $124 #1! ')
4 -8 Child | $44 Free $104
( )+ # 2314235467 #l
1) # 207-284-8612 or 207-282-4489 4% www.ferrybeach.org
8 ! ! ' # 23149394 : 1
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Sunday September 13, 10:15 AM Ingathering Sunday

Remember to gather some water from your summer sojourns (near or far) to add to the
common water bowl.




