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The fifty-seventh edition of the Unitarian Church of Sharon’s
annual Bean Supper will be held! However, there are some big
changes this year, for as we all know the church’s addition project
isfinally underway. It isgreat to see the progress made as the old
addition is demolished, but that also means for now we are with-
out gas services for heat, hot water and cooking needs. Also, a
large portion of our church grounds are inaccessible.

Therefore, the Bean Supper will not be a public event or a major
fundraiser thisyear. Only our own members and friends, along
with friends from the Congregational Church (who have helped us
out lots as we embark on the addition project) will be invited.
Also, the Bean Supper will be pot luck style (though with Bean
dishes only), asit was years ago. We will use the available
grounds outside, or retreat to the vestry if the weather doesn’t
cooperate. Admission will not be charged.

In summary, we won't have the “usual” Bean Supper, but we will
have the food, camaraderie, and fun components. In addition to
the bean dishes, hot dogs, salads, and desserts we will have the
bake sale and music. Now, you may be an old hand at helping
out at the Bean Supper, or you may never have volunteered. — but
any and all who can volunteer are solicited to contact Ken
Zaniewski at zaniew@verizon.net or 781-784-1845.
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Clhe chalice

An interesting confluence of eventsis occurring at the three congregations in Sharon
center. As of thiswriting, the First Baptist Church, the Congregational Church and
the Unitarian Church are dl in ministerial transitions. After 15 years of ministry
there, Rev. Wendy Keifer-O’Brien isleaving First Baptist. She will become the min-
ister of Greenville Baptist Church in Greenville, R.l. After 23 years of ministry
there, Rev. Jack Condon is retiring from the Congregational Church of Sharon. Like
Deb Cayer’sministry at UCS, these two ministers and congregations enjoyed a fruit-
ful partnership and the partings can be described aptly as“sweet sorrow.” | have had
the chance to get to know Wendy through our involvement with the Sharon Interfaith
Coalition of Religious Leaders. Jack warmly welcomed me and UCS as we settled
into our temporary digs courtesy at First Congregational, and | was glad for the
chance to overlap on site with him for a month. Both are fine ministers whom | wish
well in the next chapter of their lives.

Fortunately the three churches will not be competing for ministers, as each draws
from its own denomination. But the coincidence of three churches so proximate to
one another al is search does remind us that ministers do, in fact, come and go. And
that reality reinforces the truth that churches that remain, through decades and centu-
ries. The minister isan influential presence in a congregation; he or she can help or
hinder a congregation’ s vitality, focus, spiritual life and mission. But it isin the con-
gregation that the history, tradition, will and vision of the church truly reside. The
congregations that thrive have strong religious leaders, both lay and ordained, that
support and nurture each other’ s gifts and know and respect each other’sroles.

| wonder if there are ways these three congregations can connect around this unusual
happenstance? Are there lessons learned from the first year of this church’sinterim
that we can offer? Are their resources that can be shared? Are their stories and ex-
periences that can be told? It seems a great opportunity to get to know one another
better.

To add to the interest of the moment, there isthe history that these three congrega-
tions were once one. First gathered in 1737 somewhere in Pole Plain and known as
the First Parish of Sharon, theological differencesled to forming of the Baptist
church in 1813 and the Christian Society, now the Congregational Church, in 1821.
These three congregations go back along way!

On a somewhat related note, our temporary quarters at the Congregational Church
are working out fabulously. Thanks so much to so many people who helped with the
move and set-up the offices. We are truly lucky to be in suitable space, so close to the
church and the library, with such hospitable hosts.

Here' s hoping for a good start to summer for us all and some sunshine to carry us
forward.

Tricia
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Do you remember the commercial
some years ago with the jingle,
“Belike Mike’? Michael Jordan
is shown making incredible moves
on the basketball court, smiling as
life spills over him, and of course
drinking the advertiser’s sports
drink. This catchy commercial
comes to mind as we transition
from one Board of Trusteesto an-
other, and in particular for me as
your new president. | would,
however, change the jingle just
dlightly to say, “Belike Vaerie’;
the way she ran meetings, the way
she led with vision and passion,
the way she lifted and deepened
our journey. Thisiswhat | hope
todo. And | know I will never be
ableto play ball quite the way she
does. So, the journey into the un-
known begins. Some things will
change, but one thing we can be
assured of isthat we will continue
to support each other to be our
best us.

Because | am taking over the sec-
ond half of the Valerie'sterm, ina
year's time my term as your presi-
dent will be complete. During this
upcoming year | look forward to
working with al of you, and if the
game goeswell, I'll get pretty
good at dribbling and distributing
the ball, and even scoring afew
points. During Valerie' sfive
years as our point guard we've
been a high scoring team, | don’t
expect that to change.

Philip Conover

| will be on retreat from August 11-18 and away with my family from
August 21 till Sept. 4™. During that time Rev. Tess Baumberger, the
Minister of the Unity Church in North Easton and a Sharon resident,
will provide pastoral care coverage.

Aside from those weeks, | will be mostly around, working at home and
at the church office. The summer is a great time for planning, reading,
and visiting. If you would liketo visit, | would love to spend time with
you. Best ways to reach me are viamy cell phone at 617-645-9681 or
email: revbrennan@uusharon.org.

Warmly,
Tricia

4/7

Janet Mayo, the Administrative Assistant, will be working reduced
hours for the summer. She will have limited office hours and her
schedule will vary from week to week. Please leave her a message at
781-784-3652 or by email at admin@uusharon.org and she will respond
to you as soon as possible.

B

The US Department of Energy maintains a website with information
that helps us be more energy-efficient in our day-to-day lives. That
website is www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/

Lots of good stuff!

For questions or comments contact Gary Webber
gwebbaker@comcast.net
or 781-784-9729.

- UCS Green
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What | hope to learn on my summer vacation...

This summer, 1® be taking a course offered by Mead-
ville-Lombard Theological School -- a Unitarian Univer-
salist seminary. The courseis called: Educating For
Barack's World: Creating Experiences that Promote Jus-
tice and Cultural Intelligence. It offers me the chance to
pursue such questions as "What examples of curriculum
model effective social change?' and "What are the foun-
dational elements of aliberating, transformative curricu-
lum?* | bet you€e wondering why would | want to do
this, when so much else is happening at church.

For more than three years, |®@e been working on a cur-
riculum for Junior Y outh that is about the process of so-
cial justice work. 1®e written lessons about identifying
issues that matter to you, about the difference between
charity and social justice, about affinity groups, about
problem assessment. The lessons contain good ideas --
but | think the pedagogy -- the methods of exploring
these ideas -- could be improved. It isnot "ready for
primetime.” Y et there is nothing else like this out therein
the world of religious education curricula....which means
it®time for me to bite the bullet and realize the full po-
tential of thisidea.

Taking aseminary classisn®cheap. In fact, | have ap-
plied for and received more than $1000 in scholarships
from the Ballou-Channing District and from the UUA.
Thisincludes the largest award the UUA offers, the Bar-
baraMarshman & Ann Fields Memorial Scholarship --
which is given to one religious educator each year. Re-
ceiving this scholarship is atremendous honor -- and fills
me with a sense of duty about continuing through to com-
pletion my work on A Social Justice Toolbox. My goal is
to put together something that can be shared with my col-
leagues, so that other youth can embark on this explora-
tion of both how we do the work of social justice and
what happensto us as spiritua and religious beings as we
engage in thiswork... and, of course, have fun together
doingit.

Have a great summer!

Contacting the Director of Religious
Education during the Summer

Louise Marcoux will be out of the office through
the month of July. She will be at Ferry Beach for
Religious Education Week (July 11-17) and will
be available there to talk (face-to-face only) with
folks from church about religious education, art,
worship, music, curriculum, furnishings, or any-
thing else church-related. She returns to the of-
fice on August 3. Office hours during August
will be limited.

Please contact Louise via phone 781 784-0998 or
e-mail (dre@uusharon.org) to share information

or request a meeting.

Amanda M cGregor was married to Dennis Tourse
on May 30, 2009. The wedding was held outside
at the McGregor homestead on a sparkling sunny
day. The Rev. Bill Sinkford, President of the
UUA, officiated. Congratulations and best wishes
to Amanda, Dennis and Beth and Rory

McGregor.

Congratulations to Louise Marcoux, DRE, who
was awarded a Marshman-Fields scholarship by
the UUA. This monetary award will enable
Louiseto take a graduate level course in the Sum-
mer Program of Meadville/Lombard Theological
School at Ferry Beach this summer.

Kelsey Smith and Ellie Leonard were married in a
joyous outdoor ceremony at Kelsey® grand-
mother®home in Topsfield, MA on June 20,
2009. Rev. Brennan officiated. Their names are
now Kelsey and Ellie Leonardsmith. Congratula-
tions!

Nancy Ferguson is doing much better and appre-
ciates the cards, visits, prayers and love she has
received from the congregation. She currently is
living at Charwell House, 305 Walpole Street in
Norwood.

L ——E e
%



he chalice>

n n #

July 2009

+ / ( 7/ 7

When our construction contractor’ s personnel be-
gan the demolition of the old RE and administra-
tive structure, they found a stuffed animal in the
celling eaves of the building that beared (no pun
intended) a resemblance to Tigger from the Win-
nie the Pooh stories. “Tigger” is now watching
over the construction process of the new addition
to the church. We do not know how Tigger ar-
rived at the Unitarian Church of Sharon.

This could be a great opportunity to allow the
children, pre-teens and early teens, ages 6-15 (or
adults can get into thistoo so long as they identify
themselves as such and they would, of course, be
in a separate category) to write a short story about
who, how and why someone put Tigger in the old
building and what should happen to Tigger after
the new addition is completed. | would think a
limit of 250 words would be an appropriate
length. The Board or atemporary committee
would select the best story for publication in the
Chalice on a date close to when the new addition
iscompleted. All the stories would, of course, be
collected and available for viewing by the congre-
gation.

So, please let the kids (and those clever adults)
know the background and the criteriafor this fun
contest. Submissions should be addressed to the
Vice President, with the child/adult’ s name, and
submitted into the Vice-President’ s mail box in
the Vestry no later than Friday, September 11,
2009.

Over the past 18 months, the various Committee Chairs
along with members of AIM (Jack Armstrong and Linda
Godfrey-Bailey), our former minister Deb Cayer, our
interim minister Tricia Brennan, Louise Marcoux, and
yours truly, have met on almost a monthly basis. The
meetings were geared to listen, plan and coordinate with
each other on the various issues that have arisen in our
congregation as we planned for the fund-raising, con-
struction and moving as related to the removal of the old
addition and the construction of the new addition, for the
selection of an Interim Minister, and for the search for a
new Permanent Minister. Asimportantly, the meetings
were a concerted effort to improve the communication
among the various committees so that new and existing
programs, along with our continuing ministry, would be
available to the congregation and potential new mem-
bers as we prepared to occupy the new addition and wel-
come anew minister to our community. It was aso de-
termined early on that iswas critical that we maintain
transparency throughout the entire process.

To date, | believe that we' ve been pleasantly surprised
and energized as to the preparation, commitment and en-
ergy levels that have been displayed by all participants
at the meetings. The move went amazingly well
throughout May and June and we will continue to meet,
plan and coordinate throughout the summer and as we
begin the new church year in September. | would like to
thank all of you for your efforts so far and to let you
know that | look forward to continuing the process and
success.

Wilbur Edwards Jr.
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The Caring Committee of the Unitarian Church of Sharon, working
closely with the minister, exists to provide thoughtful attention and
assistance to our members and friends with the understanding that we
all need support at sometimein our lives.

If you or afriend isin need of caring support, please contact the in-
terim minister, Rev. Tricia Brennan (revbrennan@uusharon.org or by
phone 617-645-9681) or a member of the Caring Committee; Louise
Chereski, Pat McDougal, Melissa Mills or Mary Nelson our emall is
caring@uusharon.org.

Confidentiality will always be respected and will not be shared with
our committee unless requested.

' (

The UCS Socia Justice Committee would like to ask you to continue
to support the Stoughton-Sharon Food Pantry during the summer
months. Their need for can donations actually increases during the
summer months when children no longer have access to meals pro-
vided at schools. In Sharon, there is a collection box at the post of -
fice. And in Stoughton, there is a collection box at the public library.
Please find your town’s collection location and continue to give.
Thank you!

The Boston Gay Pride Parade was held on Saturday June 13". A
group from UCS attended the Pride Service at the UU Arlington
Street Church and then marched in the parade with other Massachu-
setts UU churches. Group membersincluded Gare, Allison and Re-
becca Reid, Linda Elsmore, Tricia Brennan with Chuck and Nora,
Valerie White with Judy, Perry and Jocelyn, and Liz Moore and Mia
Joiner-Moore.

The Greater Foxboro Relay for Lifewas held at Gillette Stadium
on June 19"-20". This was the third year that the Unitarian Church of
Sharon and friends participated as ateam in this fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society. Team members collected over $2,000 in
donations and walked laps in scheduled shifts. Team membersin-
cluded: Janet Schmidt (Team Captain), John Schumacher, Bruce
Beckwith, Laurie Cohen, Linda Elsmore, Mark Finklestein, Janet
Penn, Pat McDougal, Frank Mortimer, Lynn Mortimer, Gare Reid,
Rebecca Reid, Susan Allison, Liz Moore, and Mia Joiner-Moore.

If you have any suggestions or questions for the Social Justice Com-
mittee, please email justicecommittee@uusharon.org. Have a great
summer!

UCS Email Lists

Y ou didn®know there wouldn®be
hot water or aworking oven for the
First Friday Pot Luck and Father®
Day Picnic?

No onetold you that the Ministerial
Search Committee islooking for pic-
tures to include in an information
package for ministerial candidates?

And when will the White-Olum-
Anderson family be having their an-
nual party this summer anyway?

If you®e missed some or all of these
announcements, it may be because
you haven®subscribed to either of
the informational email lists offered
for the Unitarian Church of Sharon.

To make sure you receive relevant
email notifications about church
business, join the UCS Topica List
by sending an email to ucs-
subscribe@topica.com.

To receive non-official church mes-
sages like invitations to social gather-
ings, requests for assistance, items
for sale, or general discussion topics,
subscribe to the UCS Y ahoo Discus-
sion group by sending an emall

to UUSharon-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

A lot will be happening this summer!
These are two great waysto stay in-
formed and keep in touch!

Go to http://www.uusharon.org/
about/list.ntml for more information
on how to join, unsubscribe and add
messages to each of theselists.

Aﬂ
age six
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Ministerial Search Committee Update

Your Ministerial Search Committee has met twice since last month’s Chalice. In our first monthly meeting we
determined where to have our retreat as well asthe retreat’ s facilitator. In a previous meeting with our District
Ministerial Settlement Representative (M SR) we had established the importance of thisretreat. Being frugal

Y ankees we had originally thought that this retreat might not be necessary and could be by-passed. Upon hear-
ing from the M SR that committees that skip this crucia retreat not always, but frequently asin amost always
disband prior to completing their task of recruiting a candidate, we humbly determined it would be money well
spent. We will be using this retreat to get deeply acquainted and establish our guidelines for decision making.
We concluded that meeting with brain storming ideas for the retreat’ s agenda as well as sites for Neutral pul-
pits for next spring’ s Pre-candidating weekends, (What's that you ask? Stay tuned for future updates!). We
also proposed dates, sites and questions for the fall’s Cottage Meetings. We take seriously your charge of re-
cruiting an incredible candidate for our awesome church!

In our second monthly meeting, we appointed Colleen Tuck our —and your - committee chair was unani-
mously appointed within the first fifteen minutes! We are proud to announce that Colleen Tuck is your, and
our, chair of the Ministeria Search Committee. That task accomplished we finalized the date, location and
agenda of the retreat, confirmed sites and times of the Cottage M eetings and began narrowing down the ques-
tions for the CMs.

That being said we request that you please mark your _calendars with one of the following Cottage Meeting
dates. Church Retreat Weekend (8/29 and 8/30) at Ferry Beach (time and location to be determined by re-
treat participants), Sunday, September 6, 10:00 am at the home of the Nelson’s, Tuesday, September 8, 7:00
pm church vestry, or Sunday, September 20, 12:30 pm church vestry. A special Cottage Meeting will be
held for the Junior and Senior Youth Groups on Sunday, September 27, 4:00 pm church vestry. Naturally,
light refreshments and drinks will be served at all of these meetings. (Y outh: you can expect pizzal) These
CMswill have adifferent theme from the recent transition team’s CMs. While the September Congregational
Survey will offer members an opportunity to voice their individual needs and wishes for our future minister as
well as present information on who were are, it like all surveys has limitations. The Cottage M eetings are cru-
cial in that they provide an opportunity for members to voice their opinions in the company of others. Often
new information arises when in the community of others, so please mark those calendars! We will finalize the
CM questionsin our next meeting and will provide them in next month’s Chalice.

Aswas mentioned in last month’s Chalice we, similar to business recruitment committees, must keep confi-
dential certain aspects of our search. That being said we welcome and need your input and look forward to
meeting with you as we travel this journey together.

8+ ./ 9

A group of smiling, friendly women are planning to meet July 12, at 9:00 am for breakfast at
Kelly®for a"How®your summer going?' meeting.
Nothing too officia, just good food, lively conversation and lots of laughs.

Since we® need to reserve atable, please contact Pat McDougal at patmcdougal @juno.com
no later than July 5 for your seat at the table.
Our last women®breakfast was so much fun we could barely end the meeting in time for church!
Hope to see you there!

page eligh
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Wed Jul 1 AIM Committee 7:30 pm Wed Jul 15 Ministerial Search Committee
Ministerial Search Committee (offsite) 8:00 pm
(offsite) 8:00 pm
ThuJdul 16 Women’s 12 Step (Sanct.) 7:30 pm
ThuJdul 2 Women’s 12 Step (Sanct) 7:30 pm
Mon Jul 20 Women’s Support Group
Mon Jul 6 Women'’s Support Group (offsite) 7:30 pm
(offsite) 7:30 pm
Thu Jul 23 Women’s 12 Step (Sanct.) 7:30 pm
ThuJdul 9 Women’'s 12 Step (Sanct.) 7:30 pm Men’s Group (vestry) 8:00 pm
Men’'s Group (vestry) 8:00 pm
Fri Jul 24 Newsdletter Deadline 5:00 pm
Mon Jul 13 Building & Grounds Committee
(vestry) 7:30 pm TueJul 28 Transition Team 7:00 pm
Member ship Committee 7:30 pm
Wed Jul 29 AIM Committee 7:30 pm
TueJdul 14 Board of Trustees (FCC) 7:15 pm
Thu Jul 30 Women’s 12 Step (Sanct.) 7:30 pm

UU's Night at the Theatre

Join other UU®at BabyThe Musical playing at Mansfield Music and Arts Society in Mansfield
Center this summer.

Baby tells the story of three couples on a university campus as they deal with the painful, re-
warding, and agonizingly funny consequences of this universal experience. There are the col-
lege students, barely at the beginning of their adult lives; the thirty-somethings, having trouble
conceiving but determined to try; and the middle-aged parents, looking forward to seeing their
last child graduate from college when a night of unexpected passion lands them back where they started.?

A smart, energetic show with loads of charm, Baby has a modern, up-to-date sensibility, with strong female
characters, ahystericaly insightful book by Sybille Pearson and a tuneful, contemporary score of show-
stopping numbers by David Shire and Richard Maltby, Jr. (Starting Here, Starting Now, Closer Than Ever and
Big, The Musical). Warm, intimate, and immensely likable, Baby is a perfect show for anyone who’s ever had
ababy... or anyone who's ever been one!

Baby was nominated for 6 Tony Awardsin 1983 including for Best Original Score. They had some fun re-
views.

Tickets have set aside for us for Friday, July 24 at 8:00pm. Our group ticket price is $19.00. If you are inter-
ested in attending please send a check to Pat McDougal at 14 Mayflower Lane, Sharon, 02067 made out to
MMAS before July 15 . It is open seating and a small, intimate theatre.

w
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Sunday July 19, 10:00 AM

Awe and Wonder
Summer lay lead service at 10 Massapoag
Avenue — at the water’ s edge.
Bring a picture, story, poem, song, or personal
recollection. Share something that amazes you!
Bring achair if you can. Park on Massapoag
Lane or at the High School.

Watch the church newsletter, website and
listserve for late breaking news about Sunday
summer services at UCS!

Sunday September 13, 10:15 AM

Ingathering Sunday
Remember to gather some water from your
summer sojourns (near or far) to add to the
common water bowl.




