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HERE’S JUST SOME OF 
WHAT’S INSIDE…. 

Oct. 2nd:                   High Holy Days 

 
We will explore the essential themes of the High Holy Days of Judaism (the 
time between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur). Steve Tapper and Mel 
Springer will provide special music. 

 
Oct. 9th:                   Humanism 
 
This is our annual Unitarian Universalist Association Sunday – a day to 
celebrate something important in our religious heritage. This morning we 
will explore Humanism: what is it, why is it so important in the world to-
day, and how is it a foundation of our Unitarian Universalist tradition? 

 
Oct. 16th:                The Bumbling Disciples of Jesus 

 
This service is a celebration of human imperfection. If we hate our imper-
fection, then we lash out with destructive behavior. When we embrace with 
love our imperfection, then our heart opens with compassion for self and 
others. As an illustration, we will look at the bumbling disciples who sur-
rounded the great teacher Jesus. 

 
Oct. 23rd:                Making Connections 

 
Spirituality is all about making connections: to others, one’s self, the earth, 
Spirit. This service will be about how to encourage those connections.  

 
Oct. 30th:               All Souls and Halloween 

 
This is a very special service in our church year. You will be invited to light 
a candle for someone you love who died, that is, one of your beloved ances-
tors who is always in your heart. You are also invited to bring a photo or 
remembrance item to place on our remembrance table. 
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     I was raised by two women. I lived with my mother, who raised me intellectu-
ally. But it was with my God mother that my heart melted. She raised me emo-
tionally and spiritually. As an adult, I returned yearly to California to spend a 
few days with each one of them. In recent years they both suffered memory loss 
and lived in care facilities. 
 

     On September 17th I was notified that both we dying. As it turned out, my 
God mother died that day and my mother lived on in a confused state of mind. I 
returned for the funeral of my God mother. The service was loving and allowed 
me the tears I needed to share. The next day, however, was bitter. My mother 
was in a delusional and sometimes agitated state. Medications could calm her for 
awhile – but then the angst would return. 
 

      I recalled then the story of Jacob wrestling all night with an angel. The angel 
is going to win, but Jacob resists with all of his might. As the sun rises, the angel 
touches Jacob’s hip and he collapses. Then the angel blesses him. This occurs 
next to a river. One interpretation (for me) is that the river is the passing over of 
death. We all lose this battle – but in the losing we are blessed with either eternal 
peace or a new adventure for our soul.  
 

     I was grateful to return home – to my family, friend, and to our beloved com-
munity at the Unitarian Church of Sharon. We cherish our loved ones who have 
died by living the very best lives that we can.  A few hours ago I learned that 
now my mother has also died. These two souls live on in me and in a Greater 
Love. 

Jim Robinson 
 

PS:   On a different but very important note, we are raising money to resettle the 
McClaughlin family, who are currently homeless in a motel room. They are a 
wonderful part of our church family and deserve our support. We need to raise 
about $8,000 to resettle them in a solid manner. If you would like to make a do-
nation to this effort, send a check to the church care of Bill Fox (treasurer) or 
myself (minister), and it will be gathered to help resettle them into their own 
apartment. 
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From the Minister 

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to 
what lies within us,” writes Oliver Wendell Holmes.  Imbued with self-
awareness, imagination and conscience, we are challenged with creating who we 
are and setting a course for who we will be. 

 

Sometimes I feel puny and insignificant, but then I remember my personal 
power and that whether I realize it or not, what I make important is a choice.  
Whatever the case, at the end of the day when they lay me in the ground and 
someone asks what I left behind, I will have left it all. 
 

Philip Conover 

From the President 



Windows to our Children 
 
I know how the conversation goes.  
"What did you do in RE today?"  
"Stuff."  "How did it go?"  "Okay."  
Here you are, the primary religious edu-
cator of your child,  you have no idea 
what your child has just experienced, 
and there's no way to have a meaningful 
conversation about it! 
 
The good news is that this year, the RE 
program is committing resources to give 
you the inside track on what is happen-
ing in your child's RE class.  At the end 
of every week, our new RE Assistant 
Kate Parker-O'Toole will be sending 
you an email containing a brief synopsis 
of your child's RE curriculum for the 
coming Sunday.  It may include some 
suggested questions as springboards to 
conversation or ideas about fun activi-
ties you can do at home AFTER class if 
you feel  
like extending the lesson. 
 
Please remember:  All this is completely 
optional.  You are a good parent whether 
or not you read the emails.  You are un-
der no obligation to read or to do any-
thing suggested in the emails.  They are 
intended as a resource for the curious. 
 
If you are curious and you have a little 
time, I encourage you to take a peek.  It 
might be fun. 
 
Blessings, 

   
 Louise 

From the Director of  

Religious Education 

This year, our Grades 1-2-3 class will be making friends with 
first graders in Uganda.  Thanks to our Board of Trustees and the 
work of our minister, Jim Robinson, the Unitarian Church of 
Sharon has gotten in on the ground floor of an exciting new pro-
ject in which churches in England and the USA are partnering 
with the New Life School, in the Masaka district of Uganda. Part 
of this partnership includes the opportunity to make friends with 
a classroom of children at New Life School. 
 
Our first-, second-, and third-graders have started by making a 
banner about themselves to greet new friends and introduce 
themselves to the first graders at New Life School.  Because of 
limited access to electricity in the Masaka district, communica-
tion will begin by snail mail.  There are plans afoot at the school 
to work toward more 21st century forms of communication, but 
we're starting with what is currently available. 
 
The 1-2-3 class will alternate between the curriculum Love Will 
Guide Us and occasional lessons about our new friends.  Please 
check in with members of the 1-2-3 class to learn more about 
this exciting new experience.  

Religious Education News 

Grades 1-2-3 reach out to  

new friends in Uganda! 

 

Save the Dates  --  

Retreat at Cedar Hill 

in Duxbury   
  

Junior Youth Overnight Friday, Nov. 18 
Senior Youth Overnight Saturday, Nov. 19 

  
Time to be together, play games, walk on the beach, share 

meals, laugh lots, walk the labyrinth, and worship together.  
  

This is the best  -- we want everyone there! 
  

Questions or Ideas?  Contact Sue at yc@uusharon.org or  
401-295-7549  



 

Not Just Another Coffee House 
 
 

NOTJUSTANOTHERCOFFEEHOUSE will meet the third Saturday of each month from 7-9.  
 

The goal of the NOTJUSTANOTHERCOFFEEHOUSE  is to bring community together around music and 
conversation.  
 
Join us October 15 with our first entertainer, Kathleen Guilday, Irish harpist and 
winner of the All-Ireland harp championship.  Between musical sets there will be 20 
minutes of Conversation Café, participation is optional. Conversation Cafe topic for 
October is What is Freedom?  Child Care is available for children 4 and up, pre-
registration required, call Jim at 781-784-3652. Children will enjoy a supervised 
craft and movie, donation $5. Tickets for the October 15 coffee house are $8.  
 
 

Entertainment for November 19, Doug Arnold; December 17, holiday music with Mel Springer. For more 
information, www.notjustanothercoffeehouse.org  

Conversations at the Meetinghouse 

2011-2012 Year 
 

In Colonial times, The Meetinghouse was the political, social and religious center of the 
community. In the 21st Century, we are a diverse community with diverse interests and 
activities. This series of presentations and discussions by member of the Sharon and 
larger community will make The Meetinghouse function again as a place for interesting 
people to have a conversation about a subject they care about. Join us for the first Fri-
day of the month at 7PM (following the First Friday Potluck) for 2011-2012 
“Conversations at The Meetinghouse.” 

 

• October 7th -  “From Sharon to Costa Rica: Twenty-seven Months in the Peace Corps.”  
      Presenter: Jessica Sullivan 
 

• November 4th- “Inmates are People Too.” Presenters: Alice and Mel Springer, Janet Schmidt, Judith 
Phillips and others. 

 

• December 2nd - TBA 
 

• January 6th - “Will Shad Run in Sharon Again?” Presenter: Ian Cooke of Neponset Valley Watershed. 
 

• February 3rd - “End of Life Choices.” Presenter: Funeral Consortium 
 

• March 2nd - “The Importance of Bees.” Presenter: Debbie and Jim Schulz 
 

• Special Event: Gerry Wright in one man play: Frederick Law Olmsted - Sunday, March 18th 2:00pm 
 

• April 6th - “How Do Town Assessor’s Establish Value?” Presenter: Ann Carney 
 

• May 4th- “How to be an Effective Medical Consumer.” Presenter: Dr. Gary Johnson 



SUNDAY BOOK GROUP will meet Sunday, Oct. 2nd, 12pm, to discuss “Still Alice” by Lisa Genova. 
 
WEDNESDAY BOOK GROUP will meet Wed. Oct. 5th, 7:30pm, to discuss “Major Pettigrew’s Last 
Stand” by Helen Simonson. 
 
MOVIE NIGHT will be Friday, Oct. 14th, 7pm, to view and discuss “My First Mister”. 
 
MEN’S SUPPORT GROUP – If you would like to join an on going men’s support group contact Jim 
Robinson at revrobinson@uusharon.org. 
 
WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP –  Would you like to join the (2nd) Women's Support Group? This 
group is open to new members and meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month in the library, from 7:00 - 
8:30 p.m. Please contact Louise Chereski (louisechereski@comcast.net) or 781-784-3618  
 
SPIRITUAL EXPLORATIONS GROUP will meet Saturday morning, October 29th, 9:30am to explore 
spirituality through the energy of yoga, tai chi, reiki – that is, through intentional movement. This is open 
to everyone because everyone can move! 
 
WRITER’S GROUP will meet Sunday Oct. 23rd at 12pm. Bring a sample of your writing (any style or 
medium) to share with a supportive group, or just come along to enjoy hearing the creative writing of oth-
ers. 
 
WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP- Every Tuesday evening as follows: 7:15pm – 7:30pm a chance to 
talk about how your meditation practice is going (or not going) at home; 7:30 – 7:55 silent meditation in a 
group; 7:55- 8:10 – a reading from the Dalai Lama to contemplate; 8:10 – 8:30 – silent meditation. 
 
FIRST FRIDAY POT LUCK will be Friday, October 7th, 5:30 – 7pm, in the vestry. 
 
CONVERSATIONS IN THE MEETINGHOUSE will be held on Friday, October 7th at 7pm,  follow-
ing the First Friday Potluck. The presenter will be Jessica Sullivan who just returned to Sharon after 27 
months in Costa Rica as a Peace Corps volunteer. Jessica will share her experiences and what she learned 
about herself and the Third World. This and all the Conversations are open to the public. We will offer 
child care during the Conversations if there is a need. If you wish to request childcare please contact Jim 
Robinson at revrobinson@uusharon.org. 
 
WOMEN’S GOODWILL ALLIANCE KICKOFF POTLUCK -  Friday, October 21, 2011 - 6:30PM - 
Vestry - - Open to all UCS women. Join us for an evening of community and conviviality.  Any questions 
regarding the evening, contact Elaine Price elp128@msn.com. 

ADULT PROGRAMS IN OCTOBER  



 

MEETINGHOUSE  NEWS 
 

• Congratulations to Glenn 
Rivard on his engagement to 
Elaine. His proposal and her 
acceptance occurred on the 
sands of Ferry Beach (our 
Unitarian Universalist retreat 
center). 

  

• Thanks to Ken Zanewski and all the volun-
teers who made our 59th Bean Supper a great 
success. 

 

• Having left (with great love and care) their 
long time home in West Virginia, Tom and 
Beverly Kinraide are this month in their 
wonderful home in Sharon. We are lucky to 
have them with us year round! 

 

• Our continued thoughts are with Natalie 
Smith as she copes with the loss of two 
grown daughters to cancer. 

 

Online Calendar 
 

Please go to www.uusharon.org/calendars to reserve meeting space or to view the most up to date calendar 
events.  If you have any questions about the online calendar, please contact Janet Mayo at 

admin@uusharon.org for assistance. 

Trip to Transylvania, Anyone? 
  
When our partner minister Erika Demeter visited us 
last Christmas, she warmly invited members of our 
congregation to return the visit.  We're now looking 
into how to do that, with the help of the UU Partner 
Church Council's travel service. The McGregors 
and Tucks requested a sample itinerary for late Sep-
tember to early October 2012, which you can see 
posted on the bulletin board, along with other travel 
offerings provided by the UUPCC.  The trip would 
include a week of visits to major Unitarian and 
other scenic and historic sites in the Transylvanian 
region of Romania and time with our partner 
church, plus an optional three days in Budapest, 
Hungary (also with Unitarian connections).  The 
UUPCC makes all arrangements and provides local 
Unitarian guides/translators.   
 
If you'd like to explore this opportunity, please 
speak with Beth McGregor or Colleen Tuck.  You 
might also want to check out  www.uupcc.org/
trips.html for lots of information about partner 
church travel options. 

Join the Unitarian Church of Sharon Email List 
 
There are a lot of times when announcements need to be sent out on short notice, or otherwise just don’t make 
it into the Order of Service or the Chalice. This e-mail list service is an easy way to do that. Announcements 
may be about special services, meetings, changes in plans, or anything related to church business. This list is 
open to all members, friends and newcomers. Only announcements from the church leadership will be sent on 
this list.  
 
To sign up, all you need to do is send an e-mail from the e-mail address you want to use for this service. You 
send the e-mail to the following address: ucs-subscribe@topica.com. After you confirm your subscription re-
quest, you are automatically subscribed. 
 
You can unsubscribe at any time by sending a blank e-mail message to ucs-unsubscribe@topica.com. 



 

Videotaping our services? 
 

You may remember last spring that we were videotaping the service with Matt Meyer. You 
may have wondered why. Basically we were doing to see what we could use that video for 
and what we would have to consider when editing it and we thought that having a taped 
service in-hand would spur our thinking.  

 
We wondered if we would be able to show it on cable or show our services live (or slightly delayed if Rory 
sings any of his original songs) on the internet. Would it suffice to just have a copy available in the library for 
anyone to use like the audio recordings of the services which are there now?  
 
We wondered how much editing we should do. Should we go as far as correct the color? Were we right to not 
record Joys and Concerns? That particular service had a delightful presentation by the Children’s Choir: do we 
show that? Do we show it but blur out the image so you can’t really see which children are there? Do we want 
to show the words to hymns while they are being sung? Is it worth spending an hour or two on editing and an 
equal time printing and distributing something we don’t know how many people will want to see? Will speak-
ers feel they have to let themselves be taped when they really don’t want to be? 
 
Other questions would concern how much we wanted to spend on a camera, what kind of camera and where to 
locate it since most everywhere we might place it seems to be in the way. How do we handle the sound? Do 
we want to use two cameras? Who will operate it or them? Do we send a live feed into the nursery or another 
room? 
 
There are a lot of questions so far and I’m sure there are more. What do you think about these issues and this 
project in general? Send me some of your thoughts in an email to vp@uusharon.org or catch me before or af-
ter the service or just give me a call (508-543-2701). I really want to know what you think before we proceed 
further on this project. 
 
Jim Mullin 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
 

We are starting this year's theatre season with the very cute 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee at 
MMAS on Saturday, Nov. 5.   It is a one act musical comedy conceived by Rebecca Feldman with music and 
lyrics by William Finn, a book by Rachel Sheinkin and additional material by Jay Reiss. The show centers 
around a fictional spelling bee set in a geographically ambiguous Putnam Valley Middle School. Six quirky 
adolescents compete in the Bee, run by three equally-quirky grown-ups.  
 
We'll make our own reception (meaning everyone brings an appetizer or dessert and drinks to share) in a pri-
vate room at 7:00pm, followed by the show at 8:00pm. We reconvene during intermission. Tickets are $20 per 
person.   
 
Tickets are limited so please let me know if you are interested in attending and how many tickets you'd like 
to reserve. I'd like to get an idea of attendance in case we need to reserve more tickets. This show will sell 
out and you don't want to miss out! Checks should be made out to MMAS and sent to me at 40  Jordan Dr. 
Stoughton, MA. 



Association Sunday – On October 9th, UCS will cele-
brate Association Sunday and the “brown envelope” 
offerings collected that Sunday will go towards this 
annual fundraising campaign.  This campaign of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association is to promote 
growth and to reaffirm our connections as an associa-
tion of congregations.  Excellence in Ministry is the 
theme for 2011.  Funds collected this year will be 
used to support UU ministries in a variety of ways, 
including providing scholarships and continuing edu-
cation grants for UU religious professionals and con-
ducting a comprehensive assessment of UU minis-
tries.  For more information, please see  
www.uua.org/giving/sunday/index.shtml  
 
The “brown envelope” offerings for the other four 
Sundays in October will support the Vermont Disaster 
Relief Fund.  This fund was created in response to the 
statewide devastation caused by Tropical Storm Irene.  
The fund was created by the United Ways of Vermont 
in cooperation with the executive board of the Ver-
mont Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 
(Vermont VOAD) and Vermont Emergency Manage-
ment (VEM) to be used specifically for long-term re-
covery.  The fund will be used entirely for the unmet 
long-term needs of survivors of the Irene disaster, and 
decisions will be made by Long Term Recovery 
Committees recognized by VOAD and VEM.  For 
more information, please google Vermont Disaster 
Relief Fund. 
 
Thank you for your generosity!  The “brown enve-
lope” offerings in July and August plus the pledges in 
June allowed UCS to donate $1,660.39 to our partner 
churches in Transylvania.  
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Shopping for Justice - The experiment of the Shop-
ping for Justice program (bulk grocery cards bought 
at discount, sold to members at full price, with profits 
going to hunger and homelessness programs) has 
been a great success, and we have expanded our list 
of vendors: Big Y and Roche Bros. now join Shaws, 
Stop & Shop and Hannafords.  Bring your ques-
tions, suggestions, check books and wallets to the SJC 
table at Coffee Hour, and join the congregation in this 
important work.  We have already raised over $2,500 

in just 6 months, and with your help, we can do so 
much more.  Come and find out if Shopping for Jus-
tice is right for you! 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Standing on the Side of Love tee-shirts: the popular 
bright yellow shirts with the empowering message of 
love are once again available via prepaid orders. The 
price of getting them on your own has gone up, but 
we can coordinate our shopping and save.  Drop by 
the SJC corner during Coffee Hour by October 9th, 
and we will help you place an order.  Then you too 
can be sporting the UU fashion statement of the dec-
ade. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dinner at MainSpring House – The next date for 
serving dinner at MainSpring House is Wednesday, 
November 2nd.  We need five volunteers to assist 
with serving from 4:00-6:00 PM.  (We will carpool 
from the church at 3:30 PM.)  We also need volun-
teers to contribute home-baked desserts.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for one or both of these 
roles, please contact Mia Joiner-Moore at  
lizandmia@aol.com.   
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you to the volunteers who represented UCS 
at Norwood Day and sold Fair Trade products. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Join the Social Justice Steering Committee!  If 
you would like more information, please contact the 
co-chairs, Gare Reid at (781) 492-4567 or Mia 
Joiner-Moore at (781) 784-0426.  And, comments 
and suggestions to the committee can be sent to 
 justicecommittee@uusharon.org 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Upcoming Dates:  

• September 30th – Serving Dinner at  Main-

Spring House 

• October 4th, 7:30 PM – Meeting of the Social                                  

Justice Steering Committee       

• October 16th – Lunchmaking for MainSpring 

House 

• November 2nd – Serving Dinner at MainSpring 

House 

 Social Justice Update - October 2011 



Saturday, October 1, 2011 
 Congregational Work Saturday 9:30am  
 English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library) 
Sunday, October 2, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Book group 12:00pm (Library) 
 Youth Trip to Nicaragua Mtg. 4:00pm (Library) 
 Youth Group 5:00pm (Library ) 
 Evening service 7:00pm (sanctuary and vestry) 
Monday, October 3, 2011 
 Women's Group I (Closed Mtg.) 7:30 (Library) 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 
 Children's Choir 5:30pm (B) 
 Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B) 
Wednesday, October 5, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm (Sanctuary) 
 Coming of Age 7:30pm  
 Yoga 7:30pm (A/B) 
 Book group 7:30pm (Library) 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 
 Worship committee 5:30pm (Vestry) 
Friday, October 7, 2011 
 First Friday pot luck 5:30pm (Vestry/C) 
 Conversations at the Meetinghouse 7pm (A/B) 
Saturday, October 8, 2011 
 Circle Suppers  (private homes) 
Sunday, October 9, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Evening service 7:00pm (Sanctuary and Vestry) 
Monday, October 10, 2011 
 2nd Women's Support Group (Open Mtg.) 
                                                    7:00pm (Library) 
 Finance Committee 7:00pm (Treasurer's office) 

Building and Grounds 7:30pm (A) 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Children's Choir 5:30pm (B) 
Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B) 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 
 Board of Trustees 7:15pm (A) 
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm (Sanctuary) 
Thursday, October 13, 2011 
 Men's Group 8:00pm (Library) 
Friday, October 14, 2011 
 Movie night 7:00pm (A/B) 
Saturday, October 15, 2011 
 English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library) 
 Coffee house evening 7:00pm  
 

Sunday, October 16, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Interfaith Group 1:00pm  
 Youth Group 5:00pm (Library ) 
 Evening service 7:00pm (Sanctuary and Vestry) 
Monday, October 17, 2011 
 Woman's Group I (Closed Mtg.) 7:30 (Library) 
Tuesday, October 18, 2011 
 Children's Choir 5:30pm (B) 
 Caring Committee 6:30pm (Minister’s Study) 
 Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B) 
Wednesday, October 19, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm (Sanctuary) 
 Coming of Age 7:30pm (Vestry) 
 Yoga 7:30pm (A/B) 
Thursday October 20, 2011 
 Membership Cmte 7:30pm (Library) 
Friday, October 21, 2011 
 Goodwill Alliance Potluck 6:30pm (Vestry) 
Saturday, October 22, 2011 
 English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library) 
Sunday, October 23, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Worship Service 10:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Writers group 12:00pm (Library) 
 Youth Group 5:00pm (Library ) 
 Evening Service 7:00pm (Vestry and Sanctuary) 
Monday, October 24, 2011 
 BCD board meeting 6:00pm  
 2nd Women's Support Group (Open Mtg.) 
                                                           7:00pm (Library) 
Tuesday, October 25, 2011 
 Children's Choir 5:30pm (B) 
 Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B) 
Wednesday, October 26, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm (Sanctuary) 
Thursday, October 27, 2011 
 Men's Group 8:00pm (Library) 
Friday, October 28, 2011 
 Newsletter Deadline 5:00pm  
 Old Timey Halloween Party 5:30pm  
Saturday, October 29, 2011 
 Spiritual explorations 9:30am (A/B) 
 English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library) 
Sunday, October 30, 2011 
 Choir Rehearsal 9:15am (sanctuary) 
 Worship Service 10:15am (Sanctuary) 
 Youth Group 5:00pm (Library ) 
 Evening Service 7:00pm (Vestry and Sanctuary) 
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