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Sept. 4 10:15am: Spirituality and Ethics in the Work Place

Laurie Wallace, Janet Limke, and Anita Barnes will share their insights about how we
apply our spiritual and moral values to the work place. Jim Robinson will lead the ser-
vice. There will be a chance for congregational sharing. This is our final service of the
summer. (There is no evening service).

Sept. 11 10:15 am: In Gathering and Commemoration

We welcome back parents and children as our religious education year begins. We will
begin by commemorating the 10" anniversary of 9/11. Then we will celebrate our annual
water in gathering ritual. Bring some water from your home, summer travels, or use the
flask of water we will provide. You will have an opportunity to share about what the wa-
ter represents for you and your family.

Sept. 11 6pm: Interfaith Commemoration of 9/11
Held at the Unitarian Church of Sharon

This service is presented by the Interfaith Religious Leader Group of Sharon. Com-
memoration means “to recall and show respect for someone or something in a ceremony
and to serve as a memorial.” We will commemorate the 10™ anniversary of 9/11 by re-
membering those who died, the firefighters, police, and others who responded without
hesitation, those who we have lost in the 10 year struggle against terrorism, and we will
affirm a positive hope for the future. Clergy and laity from Jewish, Christian, Islamic,
Unitarian, and Hindu communities will participate. If you would like to sing in the choir
for the service come for the Spm one time rehearsal. (Please note the service begins at
6pm).

Sept. 18 10:15am and 7pm: Time: Its Meaning and Use

This service will explore, from scientific and religious viewpoints, the meaning of time.
What is time? What does religion mean by “sacred time”? Then the service will explore
how we use time. Do you use your time wisely? How could you make better use of your
time? In the evening, we will explore the meaning of time and celebrate the fall equinox.

Sept. 25 10:15 am: Lessons from Shakespeare’s Tragedies

This Sunday morning we will learn from the great tragedies written by William Shake-
speare. Colleen Tuck will identify some of Shakespeare’s insights and apply them to the
larger social issues of our day, while Jim Robinson will apply them to our own personal
lives.

Sept. 25 7pm service: Rev. Mark Kiyimba from the UU Church of Uganda

Rev. Mark Kiyimba, founder of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Uganda, will be our
speaker. He has inspired the creation of an orphanage for children whose parents have
died from AIDS and also a school for children grades 1-8. He is a truly one of our mod-
ern day UU heroes. The Unitarian Church of Sharon is now formally partnered with his
school. (See “From the Minister” for more details).
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From the Minister

If you would like to meet a modern day UU hero then come to our Sunday
evening service, September 25", 7pm. Our speaker will be the Reverend Mark
Kiyimba. Rev. Kiyimba, a citizen of Uganda, trained to be a Minister in an evan-
gelical tradition. Then he discovered Unitarian Universalism. It inspired him to
create two Unitarian Universalist churches in Uganda (one in Kampala and one
in Masaka), an orphanage for children whose parents have died of AIDS, and a
school (New Life School) for children grades one to eight who otherwise would
have no school to attend. You can learn about his work by visiting
“ugandaunitarian.org”. They are liberal Christians within a UU framework. Re-
cently Rev. Kiyimba had to leave the country (not permanently but until things
“cooled down”) because of his outspoken support of the gay and lesbian commu-
nity in Uganda. His churches empower women and reach across tribal bounda-
ries.

I met Mark while I was serving a Unitarian Church in London, England. His
work deeply impressed us and the church became partnered with his church in
Masaka. One of our members travelled there and saw Rev. Kiyimba’s work first
hand. It is remarkable. With very little money or resources great things have been
accomplished. Now the Unitarian Universalist Partner Church organization,
based here in the US, has become involved. To provide on-going funding for the
school and orphanage, each grade (grades 1-8) has been paired with a USA UU
congregation. It is an honor that we have been paired with the 1* grade (turning
into second grade in January of 2012). Our children will be “pen pals” with their
children and our church will contribute $2,500 yearly. All the financial mecha-
nisms have been put in place for the safe transfer of funding.

One thing that Mark said to me really struck me: “You English and American
Unitarians don’t know how lucky you are. You take your religion for granted
while we celebrate it.” Our on-going connection with the New Life School and
UU’ism in Uganda can be a source of renewed inspiration for all of us.

-Jimv Robinsown

From the President

Tis the season of sweet-n-sorrow. There is sorrow as we see the blessed
warmth of summer fade away. At the same time, the change is sweet as the
coolness of fall permeates the air. This season-shifting coincides with the
beginning of a new year: for schoolers, and families, and our community here
at the Unitarian Church of Sharon. This is when we ask ourselves a few
questions: What do we want to accomplish this coming year? How will we be
different from who we are now? How will we know if we have become our
intentions? These important questions shift the possibility of who we will
be by encouraging us to consider who we are. Like the seasons, we too are
in flux. Let usrevel in it.

-Philip Conover
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Religious Education News

Meet Our New Religious Education Assistant

We are proud to announce that Kate Parker-O’Toole has joined the Religious Education team as our new RE
Assistant. In this very part-time position, Kate will provide support to RE teachers after class, make sure that
supplies are available for upcoming lessons, make sure parents have information about what is happening in
their child’s RE class, and keep our bulletin boards looking spiffy. All in four hours per week!

In the past, Kate, a gifted graphic designer, has created several beautiful posters and brochures for the church.
She has taught in our RE program for many years and served on the Religious Education Committee for the
past year. We feel lucky that she will be sharing all her skills — and her contagious enthusiasm about religious
education — in her new role as RE Assistant. Welcome Kate!

Sunday Morning Religious Education for Children and Youth

Please mark your calendars: our religious education program begins on Sunday, September 18. We’ll wel-
come old and new friends, make name tags, and decide how we want to be together (by making a covenant
with one another). Then, on Sunday, September 25, we’ll dive into our curriculum.

Children in Preschool (ages 3 and up) and Kindergarteners will meet in Program C. They will be exploring
everything amazing about themselves, their families, their church, and the natural world through Celebrating
Me and My World. Fall classes focus on their senses, their bodies, and all the wonderful things that they can
do. Look forward to spellbinding stories, active games, colorful art projects, and energetic dance and move-
ment in Program C.

Children in Grades 1, 2, and 3 will meet in Program B. They will be looking to the constellations in the night
sky as they explore the metaphor of being guided by the stars —with the curriculum Love Will Guide Us.

Each session will explore the many sources of our faith — the sense of wonder, the women and men of long ago
and today whose lives remind us to be kind and fair, the ethical and spiritual wisdom of the world’s religions,
Jewish and Christian teachings which tell us to love all others as we love ourselves, the use of reason and the
discoveries of science, the harmony of nature and the sacred circle of life, and examples of faithful belief

and action from our Unitarian and Universalist heritage. Storytelling, costume-box theatre, active games, cool
interstellar art projects, and much more.

Children in Grades 4 and 5 will meet in Program A. They will be continuing their exploration of “covenant” --
of their connections and responsibility to each other, the church, the larger community, and the world with the
curriculum Love Connects Us. Expect more activities involving yarn, rope, embroidery floss, and other
things that can be tied, looped, knotted, and otherwise connected as we play games, make things, and worship
together.

Youth in grades 6, 7, and 8 — the Junior Youth — will meet in the Library. For the first 7 weeks, they will ex-

plore the rituals and meaning of Coming of Age in Judaism, Catholicism, and Unitarian Universalism. Guests
from these traditions will lead discussions and answer questions.
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YEAH -- YOUTH EVENTS BEGIN!

Senior Youth Group begins on Sunday, Sept. 11 from 5 to 7 PM.
All high school age youth are welcome to join us in planning for
weekly meetings, overnights, retreats, youth worship, congrega-
tional events and social action projects. We want everyone there!

Junior Youth Fellowship will meet Friday, Sept. 30 at church
from 7 to 9 PM for fellowship, fun, food and games! JYF meets
once a month for a variety of activities that include conversations,
questions, caring, and lots of laughter. All sixth, seventh and
eighth graders are welcome.

Small Group Ministry for Youth will meet on Sunday, Oct. 2nd
from 10:45 to 11:30 in the Minister's Study. This is an opportunity
for youth to gather with a focus on deep listening and greater shar-
ing as they worship together and reflect on their spiritual lives.
These meetings are facilitated by the youth participants, and con-
tinue on the first Sunday of each month.

All youth activities are anchored in mutual respect, youth empow-
erment, leadership development, spiritual exploration and lots of
fun!

Questions or ideas? Contact Sue Bollens at yc @uusharon.org or
401-295-7549.

Coming of Age

This year our church will be offering a
year-long Coming of Age program for
our 8th and 9th graders. Youth are
paired with mentors, with whom they
meet monthly to discuss their thoughts
about a number of themes central to
Unitarian Universalism. Youth will
also meet monthly with the minister
and youth coordinator to further ex-
plore these themes.

The youth will first meet with Rev.
Jim Robinson and Sue Bollens on
Wednesday, September 21 from 7:30
to 9:00 pm. Their first meeting with
mentors will be held on Wednesday,
October 5.

If your 8th or 9th grader is interested
but has not yet signed up for Coming
of Age, please contact Louise Mar-
coux immediately for more informa-
tion. Advance registration is required.

Teacher meetings

important meetings:

TBD, Grades 1-2-3 Teaching Team.

Tuesday, September 13, 7:30 —9 pm, Junior Youth Teaching Team

Wednesday, September 14, 7:30- 9 pm, Grades 4-5 Teaching Team

All Religious Education Teachers attend an orientation and a team meeting. Here are the dates of these

Thursday, September 8, 7:30-9pm Teacher Orientation for ALL Teachers

Thursday, September 15, 7:30 — 9 pm , Preschool-Kindergarten Teaching Team
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ADULT PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY BOOK GROUP meets Sunday, Sept. 4", 12pm in the library to discuss Lisa See’s novel “Snow
Flower and the Secret Fan”.

WEDNESDAY BOOK GROUP meets Wednesday, Sept. 7, 7:30pm in the library to discuss Kathryn
Stockett’s novel “The Help”.

MOVE NIGHT will be Friday, September 17 7pm, in Rooms A/B to watch and discuss the movie “City
Island”.

WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP - Would you like to join the (2nd) Women's Support Group? This group is
open to new members and meets the 2nd and 4th week of the month, in the library, from 7-8:30pm. Please
contact Louise Chereski (louisechereski@comcast.net or 781-784-3618).

MEN’S SUPPORT GROUP - If you would like to join an on-going men’s support group contact Jim Robin-
son at revrobinson @uusharon.org.

SPIRITUAL EXPLORATIONS GROUP - Our monthly Saturday contemplative retreat morning will be
Saturday, September 24", 9:30am in Rooms A/B. Our morning will alternate meditation, walking the laby-
rinth, journaling, and sharing.

YOGA CLASS: Gentle beginner’s yoga. Relax, refresh, and renew with a very basic yoga class taught by
Sylvia Mignon. The class will include meditation, breath work, and basic yoga poses. No experience is
needed. All are welcome. The 6 week series will be held Wednesdays 7:30pm — 8:45pm in Rooms A/B on
September 7, 14, 21, 28, October 5 & 19. Come to one class or come to all. Please bring a yoga mat and one
blanket. Call Sylvia 781-784-1767 with any questions.

WEEKLY MEDITATION EVENING - We meet every Tuesday evening in Rooms A/B.
These evenings are for both new and experienced meditators (and everyone in between). We give a special
invitation to people who do not regularly meditate to join us. Our format this fall will be as follows:

7:15 —7:30pm — A time to share how your practice of meditation is going at home and a time for beginners
to learn how to meditate.

7:30 — 7:50pm — Silent meditation.

7:50 — 8:10pm: Reading or hearing a passage from either Thich Nat Hahn or the Dalai Lama and contem-
plating its meaning.

8:10 - 8:30pm: Silent meditation.

WRITER’S GROUP - This is a new group. It will meet on Sunday, Sept. 25, 12pm in the library and
monthly thereafter. Bring something you have written to share with the group. We have many people in our
church writing poetry, prose, essays, stories — this is a chance to share your creativity and enrich the lives of
others and yourself.

THE CARING COMMITTEE of the UCS is available for those members and friends who might be in need
of emergency assistance with: food shopping, meals, transportation, or child care. Please contact Jim Robin-
son (RevRobinson @uusharon.org; 781-784-3652) or Louise Chereski (louisechereski@comcast.net; 781-784-
3618), or any of the following additional members, and you will be matched with a church volunteer: Lucy
Bailey; Joyce Bramhall; Pat McDougal; Melissa Mills; Mary Nelson
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MEETINGHOUSE NEWS OCTOBER EVENTS
FOR YOUR CALENDER
* We extend our deepest sympathies to Nata-
lie Smith on the recent deaths of her grown First Friday Pot Luck and Conversa-
daughters Karen and Jennifer, who both tions in the Meetinghouse will resume
died of cancer. on Friday, October 7th, 6pm for supper

1 , _ - ‘ and 7pm for Conversations. This year
e John Macuk and Heidi Greisch (with Amelia and David) have childcare will be provided during the

moved to Watertown to be closer to work. We wish them well! Conversations in the Meetinghouse.
® We are happy to report that Patrick and Valerie McLaughlin, Circle Suppers begin again on Satur-
(with Kieren, Valentine, and Tayla) did not end up moving to day October 8". (See notice on page 7).

Nebraska and we will be seeing them again this fall.
Coffee House — See notice below.
e Congratulations to Ray and Laurie Wallace on their 25" wed-
ding anniversary In August and also to Joe and Licia Rando on || | Goodwill Alliance will host a pot luck
their 25" anniversary this month. supper for the women of the church on
Friday evening, October 21*.

e Summer services: Our summer services were a success. Atten-

dance averaged around 40. Members shared their wisdom A Halloween Party for kids and fami-
from the pulpit and from the audience. We are now a year hgls is set for Friday evening October
round, 52 Sundays a year, church! 8

Not Just Another Coffee House

Yes, the rumors are true. The Not Just Another Coffee House is coming!
It will occur each month on the third Saturday from 7:00-9:00 pm.

Our very own Kathleen Guilday will start us off on October 15 followed by Doug Arnold on November 19
and Mel Springer for a holiday Fest on December 17.

What makes the coffee house U-nique is the Café Conversation component, which is the rage in Europe. Now
we can experience it for ourselves. Music will be followed by 15-20 minutes of Café Conversation on a gen-
eral topic of universal concern. Meet your neighbors and express your feelings on the first topic, What is Free-
dom? for 2 minutes then listen to your neighbor’s view. Another U-nique feature is the family friendly com-
ponent. Children age four and up will have their own simple program which includes a craft and a movie with
adult supervision. A $5 donation per child is appreciated to cover costs. Check out our new website for addi-
tional information www.notjustanothercoffeehouse.org. Oh, and Equal Exchange coffee and goodies are for
sale. Does life get any better than this?

Volunteers needed

@ If you can help with coffee, flowers, or greeting for any of the three September

services, please visit our website to view available dates or contact Colleen

Dumont at colleend9 @hotmail.com. Sign-ups will be available online as well as
on the bulletin board during coffee hour. Hospitality is an easy way to contribute during the church year
and even children make good helpers for these tasks. If you have never done coffee and would like to
learn, training will be offered throughout the year with veteran church members. Look for more informa-
tion in the order of service this fall.

%




CIRCLE SUPPERS

A new season of Circle Suppers will begin in October with the traditional dinners for adults and a new,
second ‘“circle” of suppers for families with children. Circle Suppers are a great way to socialize and meet
new members and friends outside of church. Participants gather in small groups and share a meal together
in one another’s homes. They are held once a month from October through May, except for December.
Newcomers welcome!

A “host” for the supper is designated for each date and provides the main course. “Guests” bring appetiz-
ers, desserts, salads, beverages, etc. Our new Family Circle Suppers may wish to modify the pot-luck for-
mat with hosts providing an adult meal while a guest brings a child-friendly meal.

The dates for the upcoming season are October 8, November 12, January 14, February 11, March 10,
April 14, Mayl2. Sign up for as many suppers as your schedule permits or sign up as an alternate and be
called by hosts on short notice.

To participate, use the Circle Supper form on the church web site or contact Allison Jones at 781-793-
9085 or Allison.JonesS @verizon.net. Provide names, addresses (including email), and phone numbers.
Also include how many guests you can host in your home, how many people in your party when acting as
a guest, and the dates you are available. Deadline for sign up is Sept. 18.

59th Annual Bean Supper

Since 1952, the Bean Supper has been one of Sharon’s longest running events. What
better way to end the summer and move into the cool crisp days of autumn. The 59"
Bl Annual Bean Supper will be held on Saturday, September 10 from 5:00PM to
M 7:00PM, rain or shine on the Unitarian Church of Sharon meeting house green
(indoors if it rains). This old fashion New England style supper has become an an-
nual community event and a real crowd pleaser that attracts hundreds of visitors
from near and far.

Our kitchen crew will be busy all day Saturday preparing fresh garden salad and various bean dishes. Our
garden produce will be coming from our local growers, Ward’s Berry Farm and Moose Hill Community
Farm. Not to mention homemade breads, hot dogs on the grill, and homemade brownies topped off with
delicious Crescent Ridge ice cream.

Enjoy your meal while you listen to various local musicians including, Paul Fleming and Justin Wilbur,
and several others to perform. Don’t forget to stop at our bake sale table and pick up some homemade
bread and treats to take home.

You should have been contacted by now about your food contribution and for times for work assignments
that day. If you have any questions, thoughts, or have not been contacted about food donations/work as-
signments, please contact Ken at 781-784-1845 or email zaniew @ verizon.net.




Social Justice Update - September 2011

UCS Response to Crisis in Somalia - At the August
planning meeting of the Social Justice Steering Com-
mittee, it was apparent to all present that the unfold-
ing humanitarian crisis in Somalia was a situation that
required prompt action; one which could not wait for
the resumption of the fall schedule of Sunday ser-
vices. By a unanimous vote, we determined to release
$500 from the newly created Shopping for Justice
fund to be sent to the UUSC Somalia and East Africa
Relief Fund. We know that the impact of this dona-
tion via the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
will provide prompt relief via proven and effective
channels. If you would like more information about
UUSC’s efforts, please see www.uusc.org

While we have been pleased with the growth of the
Shopping for Justice fund to well over $2,000, which
has meant the church has not had to loan the program
as much money to help launch this new effort to ad-
dress hunger and homelessness, we felt that it was
very appropriate to make an substantial donation to
the Somalia crisis from this resource. With your help,
we will continue to build this fund in the weeks and
months ahead, and we have already begun using it to
pay for our ongoing MainSpring House food pro-
grams.

Once the new church year begins, we will designate
the September “Brown Envelope’ collections to fur-
ther our help to the starving refugees in Somalia and
East Africa. This will allow you to make additional
personal donations as you see fit, but now you also
know that the church community has already made an
important donation on your behalf. Thank you for
your continued support of the many causes that the
Social Justice Steering Committee brings to your at-
tention each month - sadly, there is never a shortage
of worthwhile needs, both here at home, and across
the world. Together, we are making a difference.

We will continue to sell Fair Trade coffees, teas and
chocolates during the coffee hour on Sundays in the
new church year. We will also be selling these fine
products at the new Coffee House program to start on
October 15", Shopping for Justice gift cards will be
available for purchase every Sunday during coffee

hour for Shaws, Stop & Shop and Hannafords.
Thank you for purchasing these cards and making a
difference towards homelessness and hunger with
your grocery shopping. And, can food donations for
the Ilse Marks’ Sharon-Stoughton Food Pantry
may be dropped off in the collection box in the
church entry. We will ensure that they are delivered.
Dinner at MainSpring House — The next date for
serving dinner at MainSpring House is Friday, Sep-
tember 30™. We need five volunteers to assist with
serving from 4:00-6:00 PM. (We will carpool from
the church at 3:30 PM.) We also need volunteers to
contribute home-baked desserts. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering for one or both of these roles,
please contact Mia Joiner-Moore at lizand-
mia@aol.com.

Join the Social Justice Steering Committee! UCS
had an active year in 2010-2011 for social justice,
but to continue that momentum we need more mem-
bers on the Social Justice Steering Committee. We
need fresh ideas and enthusiasm as well as more
hands to share the work load. The committee meets
monthly alternating between week nights and Sun-
days at noon. In between, we initiate “hands on”
projects for the congregation to participate in help-
ing those who are hungry, homeless and facing hu-
man rights challenges. So, if you are interested,
please join us on Sunday, September 18", at noon at
the church. If you would like more information,
please contact the co-chairs, Gare Reid at (781) 492-
4567 or Mia Joiner-Moore at (781) 784-0426. And,
comments and suggestions to the committee can be
sent to justicecommittee @uusharon.org

Upcoming Dates:
September 18", Noon — Meeting of the Social
Justice Steering Committee
September 25" — Lunchmaking for Main-
Spring House
September 30" — Serving Dinner at Main-
Spring House
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Thursday, September 1, 2011
Worship Committee 5:30pm (Vestry)
Sunday, September 4, 2011
Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary)
Book group 12:00pm - 1:00pm (Library)
Monday, September 5, 2011
Women's Group I (Closed Mtg.) 7:30 (Library)
Tuesday, September 6, 2011
Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B)
Wednesday, September 7, 2011
Yoga 7:30pm (A/B)
Wed. book group 7:30pm (Library)
Thursday, September 8, 2011
Teacher Orientation 7:30pm (A/B)
Men's Group 8:00pm (Library)
Saturday, September 10, 2011
Bean Supper
English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library)
Sunday, September 11, 2011
Religious Ed. for Children & Youth 10:30am
Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary)
Interfaith Service for 9/11 6:00pm
(Sanctuary/Vestry)
Monday, September 12, 2011
2nd Women's Support Group (Open Mtg.)
7:00pm (Library)
Finance Committee 7:00pm (Treasurer's office)
Building and Grounds 7:30pm (Classroom A)
Tuesday, September 13, 2011
Junior Youth Teaching Team 7:30pm (Library)
Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B)
Wednesday, September 14, 2011
Board of Trustees 7:15pm (Library)
Grades 4-5 Teaching Team 7:30pm (Nursery)
Yoga 7:30pm (A/B)
Thursday, September 15, 2011
Membership Committee 7:30pm (library)
Preschool-Kindergarten Team Mtg 7:30pm (B)

September 2011 Calendar
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Friday, September 16, 2011
Movie night 7:00pm (A/B)
Saturday, September 17, 2011
Teaching team meetings 9-5 (A+B)
English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library)
Sunday, September 18, 2011
Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary)
SJC Monthly Meeting 12:00pm (Library)
Teaching team meetings 12:15 - 5:00pm (A+B)
Evening service 7:00pm (Sanctuary/Vestry)
Monday, September 19, 2011
Woman's Group I (Closed Mtg.) 7:30pm
(Library)
Tuesday, September 20, 2011
Caring Committee 6:30pm (Minister’s Study)
Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B)
Wednesday, September 21, 2011
Coming of Age 7:30pm (Vestry)
Yoga 7:30pm (A/B)
Thursday, September 22, 2011
Men's Group 8:00pm (Library)
Friday, September 23, 2011
Newsletter Deadline 5:00pm
Saturday, September 24, 2011
Spiritual explorations 9:30am - 11:30am (A/B)
English Conversation Class 10:00am (Library)
Sunday, September 25, 2011
Religious Ed. for Children & Youth 10:30am
Worship service 10:15am (Sanctuary)
MSH lunch making 11:30am (Vestry)
Writers Group 12:00pm (Library)
Evening service 7:00pm (Sanctuary/Vestry)
Monday, September 26, 2011
2nd Women's Support Group (Open Mtg.)
7:00pm (Library)
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
Meditation group 7:30pm (A/B)
Wednesday, September 28, 2011
Yoga 7:30pm (A/B)

Online Calendar

Please go to www.uusharon.org/calendars to reserve meeting space

or to view the most up to date calendar events.

If you have any questions about the online calendar, please contact Janet Mayo
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