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Sunday January 7: The Three Greatest Gifts  
10:00am Family Service 
10:30am Adult Service (while children are in their religious education classes) 

This morning we welcome new members and reflect on the gifts we can 
offer to one another in community. 
 
Sunday January 14: Martin Luther King Day Service  
10:00am Family Service 
10:30am Adult Service (while children are in their religious education classes) 

This morning, as we honor the life and work of The Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr, we also reflect on the concepts of "white grief" and "white 
rage" and consider how best to engage in the struggle for racial justice 
today. 

 
Sunday January 21: Social Justice Sunday  
10:00am Family Service 
10:30am Adult Service (while children are in their religious education classes) 

Our guest worship leader this morning will be Laura Wagner, the Execu-
tive Director of UU Mass Action. 
 
Sunday January 28: Shared Ministry in Time of Transition: 
   Where is Your Entry Point?  
10:00am Family Service 
10:30am Adult Service (while children are in their religious education classes) 

Our UUA ministerial search committee coach, Lisa J. Anderson, will 
speak about shared ministry and invite us to reflect on how we will indi-
vidually engage in our beloved community’s search for a new settled 
minister. What does it mean to be in shared ministry? What are the les-
sons we have learned from our time of transition which will support a 
successful settled ministry. Ms. Anderson will draw upon her experience 
as a member of her congre-
gation’s ministerial search 
committee, work with anoth-
er UU congregation in 
search and UUA training.  
 
After the service there will 
be a 45 minute meeting 
with the congregation to 
provide an overview of the 
search process and ad-
dress questions and con-
cerns. Please plan to at-
tend!  

JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Childcare provided 

January 2018 

December 2017 - Unitarian Church of Sharon 

http://www.uusharon.org/
mailto:president@uusharon.org
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From the Minister 

At the end of the first month of 
the new year, on Sunday, Janu-
ary 28th, I very much look for-
ward to welcoming Lisa Ander-
son to the UCS pulpit. Lisa is the 
Ministerial Transition Coach who 
has been assigned to walk with 
the Unitarian Church of Sharon 
through the journey toward find-

ing and calling a new settled minister.  

When she joins us on the 28th, Lisa will meet with the 
Board and Search Committee and share her wisdom 
with the congregation during both Worship Services. She 
will also lead a workshop for the entire congregation fol-
lowing the 10:30 service. During that workshop, she will 
be able to answer any questions you might have about 
the upcoming search process. 

This really marks the beginning of the next phase of your 
search, and so I'd like to invite and strongly encourage 
all of you to come and participate that morning. Whether 
you are an "old-timer" who has been through this pro-
cess before or a "newcomer" who arrived during Rev. 
Jim's tenure and have never experienced the ministerial 
search process first-hand, this will be a valuable oppor-
tunity to learn more about what lies ahead. 

Please mark your calendars - change your plans if you 
must - and join us! 

May your new year get off to a blessed beginning! 

Rev. Wendy 

PS - Below is some additional information about Lisa: 

Lisa Anderson is a Ministerial Transition Coach for the 
New England Region of our UUA. She has been a mem-
ber of the Unitarian Society of New Haven (CT) since 
1977. Near retirement, she is a Lawyer/Mediator by 
training, and a mother, daughter, sister, spouse, friend. 
She loves cycling, playing the steel pans, travel and the 
unexpected. Looking back as she moves forward into the 
next season of her life, she believes dealing with organi-
zations and individuals in transition has consistently 
been a focus of her professional and volunteer work. 
She served on her church’s ministerial search committee 
in 2015 and is now on the Committee on Ministry serving 
her newly called minister. She has been involved in ex-
ecutive searches on several boards of directors for non-
profits. While working part time she is also earning a cer-
tification to conduct professional workshops that focus 
on board training, diversity, and effective communication. 
Facilitating difficult meetings is a particular strength and 
interest. Those who know her would say she is warm 
and caring, but could use help in reining in her endless 
“doing”. 

 

Sign Up for Help on Sundays 
 
There are several Sunday’s where we do not have 
volunteers for coffee, flowers or greeting.  Please 
consider signing up to get these important function 
filled!  

To sign-up, click on the link below: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f49a5ae2f4-
coffee 

We will also have a paper sign up circulating. If you 
have any questions, please contact Ken Zaniewski 
at zaniew@verizon.net. 
 ________________________________________ 

Treasurer 

Treasurer position opens July 1, 2018. Do you have 
a facility for working with numbers? Do you have the 
ability to learn a simple financial software package? 
(An experienced user will provide tutorials.) Would 
you consider working with a fine group of former 
treasurers and current Board members?   

Please consider "giving" of your time in this im-
portant job as part of your church life. Call or e-mail 
Susan Allison of the Nominating Committee OR sug-
gest a candidate, and your name as "nominator" will 
be kept confidential! 

Volunteers Needed 

McGregor’s Twelfth Night  

Open House and Yankee Swap  

Beth and Rory McGregor will host their traditional 
Twelfth Night Open House and Yankee Swap at 52 
Upland Road on Saturday January 6th, from 6 to 10 
PM.  All ages are welcome; drop in anytime. You're 
invited to bring something to share for the table, and 
if you wish, a wrapped gift you'd like to take your 
chances on exchanging for something else in our 
lively rounds of Yankee Swap.  Beware that parking 
is limited--no parking is allowed on Route 27. 

Weather Related Cancellations  

Call the church at 781.784.3652 to learn  

whether services or other activities are  

canceled due to weather.  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f49a5ae2f4-coffee
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f49a5ae2f4-coffee
mailto:zaniew@verizon.net
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Religious Education News 

January in RE 

January will see our Preschool Kindergarten children 
engage in lessons about the wonder of their sense of 
smell, the benefits of asking questions, the importance 
of sharing and how they help others. They will create a 
collage of herbs and spices, participate in activities that 
promote sharing, and make “I can 
help” hats. 

The Grade 1-2 students will learn 
about Henry David Thoreau in a ses-
sion that lets them experience observ-
ing and appreciating nature.  They will 
also explore the literal and metaphori-
cal meaning s of the term “hearth” 
while creating their own hearths to take 
home.  The class will then begin the 
Our Whole Lives curriculum. 

Strengthening love of learning and dis-
covery as well as interest in science is 
the aim of the Grade 3-4 sessions 
this month.  The students will learn 
about UU astronomer Cecilia Payne 
while they engage in a star charting 
activity.  They will use science to learn 
something new about themselves, and 
they will also create a taxonomy col-
lage. 

The Grade 5-6 group will explore 
peace-making through a story of a 
Christmas truce during World War I, 
and they will play cooperation and 
conflict resolution games. They will also be introduced 
to the non-denominational Serenity Prayer in a session 
that helps them think about situations that call for 
change versus those that require acceptance.  They will 
end the month exploring the idea of seeking truth and 
begin the planning of their own social action project 

The Junior Youth/Grade 7-8 group will begin the 
Building Bridges curriculum which surveys many differ-
ent faiths.  This month’s explorations will include delv-
ing into Unitarian Universalism and learning about Ju-
daism. 

Grades 1-2:  Getting Started With Our 
Whole Lives 

We’ll be spending the next three months at church talk-
ing about bodies, birth, and babies.  Here’s what’s 
coming up on Sundays in January. 

Jan 7 (noon-3 pm)  Family Luncheon followed by the 
Parent-Child Orientation Workshop  (food and sibling 
funcare provided at no charge).  Participation in orien-
tation is mandatory. 

Jan 21 (10:30-11:30 am) Session 1  Our Wonderful 
Bodies 

Jan 28 (10:30-11:30 am) Session 2   Our Wonderful 
Bodies 

Please contact Louise Marcoux with any questions 
about the Our Whole Lives comprehensive lifespan 
sexuality education program. 

Youth Groups 

Senior Youth Group 
Our next event will be Boda Borg 
outing for Saturday, January 6th. 
(Although if it snows, we'll go sled-
ding!) Email forthcoming with details 
and permission slip. Permission 

slips can be dropped 
off in advance in Chel-
sea's mailbox in the Administration of-
fice or in the Permission Slip mailbox in 
the RE Office. You can also bring them 
on the day of the event - just be sure to 
remember!  
 
Have questions about our Senior and 
Junior youth programs? Interested in 
volunteering to help with the groups or 
have a student who might be interested 
in joining? Email our Youth Coordinator 
Chelsea Gould at yc@uusharon.org 

 
Chelsea Gould, Youth Coordinator 

Our Yule celebration on December 
17 included the crowning of our 
King.  His rule concludes on Jan 5. 

Teaching Team Meetings 

Let’s start the new year right with a few healthy dollops 
of face-to-face communication, resource sharing, and 
problem-solving.  In one hour, each team will have what 
they need to enjoy an excellent 2018. 

Preschool-Kindergarten (late January, TBA) 

Grades 3-4, Thurs, Jan 11, 7-8 pm. 

Grades 5-6, Tues, Jan 9, 7-8 pm 

Junior Youth, Wed, Jan 17, 7-8 pm 

Coming of Age in January 

Theme: Right-Doing and Wrong-Doing 

 
Tues, Jan 2, 7:30 pm Youth 

Tues, Jan 16, 7:30 pm Youth and Men-
tors 

mailto:yc@uusharon.org
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January Programs 

Adult Choir – Meets Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm 
in the vestry and Sunday mornings before service. 
New voices always welcome.  

Art from the Heart will reconvene our regular 
meetings on January 26th, 2018, in 
the vestry. Art from the Heart is an 
evening of play, fun, creativity, and 
community. We will provide for you a 
variety of artistic medium under the 
guidance of Jean Fox.  This is art 

without right or wrong, good or bad, better worse—
rather it is art for everyone to enjoy.  Hope to see you 
there! 

 

Not Just Another Coffee House 
 

Will McMillan and Joe Reed: Songs of 
Lorenz Hart & Oscar Hammerstein II 

Saturday, January 20 

7pm, doors open 6:30pm  

 
Lorenz Hart and Oscar Hammerstein II were two of the greatest lyricists of the twentieth cen-
tury. With composer Richard Rodgers, Hart wrote some of the most enduring popular songs of 
all time — including “My Funny Valentine,” “Blue Moon,” “Manhattan,” “Where or When,” “Mountain Greenery,” 
and “The Lady Is a Tramp.” As Hart’s mental and physical health declined, however, Rodgers began collaborat-
ing with Oscar Hammerstein — who had already built a stellar career working with composers such as Jerome 
Kern and Sigmund Romberg. Together they created such classic songs as “Oh, What A Beautiful Morning,” 
“Edelweiss,” “Getting To Know You,” “I Whistle a Happy Tune,” and “It’s a Grand Night for Singing.” Singer Will 
McMillan and jazz pianist Joe Reid will breathe new life into these beloved standards and share a few stories 
about how they came to be written. 

Will has sung at Scullers Jazz Club (Boston), the Westbeth Performance Center (NYC), Spring Island (SC), and 
Yin Par Le Garcon Chinois (Shanghai).  http://willsings.com/ 

Joe Reid performs with a wide range of jazz and classical musicians around New England. http://
joereidmusic.com/ 

During intermission enjoy our home made desserts and fair trade beverages. 

 

Children’s Choir 

We love to hear our children 
singing! Children’s choir wel-
comes all. Meets Tuesdays 
5:30 to 6:30pm in the vestry. 
Pizza included. Performing in 
church twice a month. Please 
note the choir does not meet 
when the school is out. Ques-
tions? Contact Forbesy at forbesyrussell@hotmail.com 

MMAS Theatre Group 
The next theater night at Mansfield Music and Arts So-
ciety is Saturday, February 3, Of Mice and Men. John 
Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men is a parable about what 
it means to be human. Steinbeck’s story of George 
and Lennie’s ambition of owning their own ranch, and 
the obstacles that stand in the way of that ambition, 
reveal the nature of dreams, dignity, loneliness, and 
sacrifice.  

Our make-our-own-pot-luck reception starts at 7:00pm 
and the show starts at 8:00pm. As always, we must 
have at least 16 attendees to have our reception be-
fore the show.  Tickets are $26.00 for non-members. 
The performance takes place at 377 North Main St. 
Mansfield.  

Here is the list of performances for the rest of the year: 

The Tempest    3/24/18 
Hair      4/28/18 

If you would like to attend any of the shows  please 
email me just to let me know and then send a check 
(separate checks for each show please) made out 
to MMAS to me at 40 Jordan Drive, Stoughton 02072. 
Guests and non UU members are always wel-
come. Please pass the word.  

Pat McDougal 

Music and Arts 

Singer Will McMillan 

Singer Joe Reid 

http://willsings.com/
http://joereidmusic.com/
http://joereidmusic.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBr5y49vnVAhVL94MKHSAXDksQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffumcelgin.com%2Fchildrens-choir%2F&psig=AFQjCNGt53GcTGG90SaQIsvN6Uzlt3dSSA&ust=1504009328982624
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Interest and Discussion Groups 

Book Group – Join us at 7 on 
Wednesday, January 3rd, when will 
discuss Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing, 
about two half-sisters, one leading 
a life of comfort in a castle and the 
other imprisoned in the same castle 
and sold into slavery, who are una-
ware of one another.  

The book follows the parallel paths 
of these sisters and their descend-
ants through eight generations, 
from the Gold Coast to the planta-
tions of Mississippi, from the Ameri-
can Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. 

Everyone is welcome, whether or not you’ve finished the 
book. With rare exception, we meet at 7 on the first 
Wednesday of each month, in the church library.  

Covenant Sharing Groups – Meets every first and third 
Sunday at 7pm. Covenant groups are small groups 
(between 8 and 12 members) who discuss core spiritual 
and ethical themes, using specific guidelines for sharing 
which ensure that the experience is safe for everyone 
involved.  

Journey Group -  An evening of meditation, chant-
ing, sharing and reading/discussion of spiritually related 
materials. The meetings are facilitated by Barbara  
Nelkin-Rose and are scheduled for selected Monday 
evenings in the Minister's Study. The group is now 
closed. If you would like to join, please contact Barbara. 

Let’s Laugh Today – in Sharon is on Monday, January 
13th. You can add more laughter to your life in 2018! 
Get your giggle on and attend a 
FREE Laughter Yoga session in Pro-
gram Rooms A/B on Saturday, Janu-
ary 13th (and every second Saturday 
of each month). Any age and any 
level of physical ability can partici-
pate in this uplifting experience! En-
joy this unique exercise of simulated 
laughter combined with gentle breathing that brings 
more oxygen to the body's cells. This oxygen boost 
gives enhanced vitality, energy and a feeling of real well
-being. Please bring your water bottle because laughing 
is dehydrating. Led by Certified Laughter Yoga Teach-
ers, Linda and Bill Hamaker. If you have any questions, 
just call them at 508-660-2223 or e-
mail billandlinda@letslaughtoday.com. PLEASE BRING 
AT LEAST ONE CANNED GOOD FOR THE SHARON/
STOUGHTON FOOD PANTRY. New laughers are al-
ways welcomed! See more information and more oppor-
tunities to laugh at www.letslaughtoday.com. 

January Programs, continued 

Movie Night 

An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power  

Join a screening of An Inconven-
ient Sequel: Truth to Power on Fri-
day, January 12th at 7:00pm. 
"For those of us who need no con-
vincing of the truth of man-made 
climate change, but find the prob-
lem too paralyzingly abstract, 
Gore's workmanlike methods are 
both fascinating, encouraging, and, yes, even a little 
exciting." An evening in January may be cool, but the 
topic is hot and the popcorn if free. Discussion 
(heated?) afterwards. 

Co-sponsored by the Monthly Movie Group, the Social 
Justice Committee, and Sustainable Sharon Coalition 

Movie group meets every second Friday of the month 
at 7pm. 

Meditation Group—Join our circle of mindfulness med-
itation on Tuesday evenings at church at 7.30 PM. Re-
turn as your schedule permits, if you have been a part 
of the circle over the past few years. If you have not ex-
perienced the quieting of your mind, we encourage you 
to join us. For one hour we practice both sitting and 
walking meditation. Sometimes we lay out a special 
canvas labyrinth produced by one of our own youth 
groups. If you have questions, please arrive at 7:15 PM 
or contact Ray Wallace or Susan Allison. 

Writer’s Group – Meets on second Sunday of the 
month, at 12noon to 1pm, in the church library. Come 
share a poem or prose piece you have written with a 
supportive and interesting group. Or just come along to 
enjoy to writings and the conversations.  

Support Groups 

Al-Anon Meeting - An 11th step Al-Anon group meets 
at UCS each Sunday evening at 7pm. It is an open 
meeting. 

Men’s Support Group - Meets on second and fourth 
Thursdays of the month, at 8pm in the church library. 
New men are always welcome to join. 

Reiki Support Group - Meets every first Sunday of the 
month at 3pm. This is a closed group. Please call Laurie 
Wallace, if you have questions. 

Women’s Support Group – Meets on second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month at 7:30pm in the Pro-
gram Space A/B. New women are always welcome to 
join. 

mailto:billandlinda@letslaughtoday.com
http://www.letslaughtoday.com/
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Brown  
Envelope  
Update  
 

As reported in 
last month’s 
Chalice, we 
raised 
$2509.11 for 

hurricane relief during Sundays in Oc-
tober, and donated $500 to the UUA for 
Hurricane Irma relief in Florida and 
$500 to the Unitarian Universalist Ser-
vice Committee (UUSC) for Hurricane 
Harvey relief in Texas. The Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation at Shelter 
Rock matched hurricane relief dona-
tions to the UUSC, thus doubling our 
contribution. The balance is being dis-
tributed as follows: $754.11 to United 
Way Virgin Islands (for U.S. Virgin Is-
lands Hurricane Relief) and $755 to 
Pirate Surf Club Hurricane Relief of 
Puerto Rico. Camelia Rodriguez 
from our church community is working 
with this group to coordinate distribu-
tion of supplies in western Puerto Ri-
co.  In addition, the SJ Committee decided to allocate an 
additional $600 from the Fair Trade fund to help provide 
school uniforms for over 90 Puerto Rican students from 5 
public schools that are struggling to return to normal op-
eration (see photos). Look for an update in a future news-
letter from Camelia, who will tell us more about her De-
cember trip. 
 

Throughout November, we collected $1358.14 in BE 
funds, which has been split between MIRA 
(Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy) and 
Centro Presente. December donations collected at Sun-
day morning services will be split among five local food 
pantries, and all donations on Christmas Eve will be 
shared with MainSpring House in Brockton.  In January, 
our BE funds will support UU Mass Action, whose direc-
tor, Laura Wagner, will be our pulpit guest on January 
21.  The February recipient will be the Equal Justice Initi-
ative (eji.org), an Alabama-based organization led by Bry-
an Stevenson, 
committed to end-
ing mass incarcer-
ation and exces-
sive punishment in 
the United States, 
to challenging ra-
cial and economic 
injustice, and to 
protecting basic 
human rights for 
the most vulnera-
ble people in 
American society.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE UPDATES  

UCS member Camelia Rodriguez   
handing out uniforms to students 
(left) and a teacher (above) in a 
Puerto Rican public school. 

Puerto Rican public school. 

Students from Puerto Rican public school with Camelia Rodriguez. 

Thank you T-shirt from students of 5 PR schools. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE UPDATES, Continued  

“Do It Now” Action Updates 

RAISE Up Massachusetts  

Ballot Initiatives - $15 Minimum Wage, Paid Family and 
Medical Leave. 

GOOD NEWS: The statewide signature collection 
goal for Paid Family and Medical Leave and a $15 Min-
imum Wage has been met, with over 274,000 signa-
tures collected, and the two issues will be on the 2018 
ballot.  So what’s next? Over the next several months, 
the Massachusetts Legislature has a window of oppor-
tunity to take up and pass these questions in the legis-
lature.   

Please contact your legislator and ask them to take 
action for Paid Leave and a $15 Minimum Wage.  Mas-
sachusetts has spoken loud and clear; let’s ask our 
Senators and Representatives if they’ve heard our 
message. 

ONGOING:  The Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance has 
been mounting a rolling attack on the 95 co-sponsors 
of the Safe Communities Act. An immediate response 
is needed. The Alliance’s anti-immigrant postcard cam-
paign is sowing fear about the bill, using false and mis-
leading information disseminated by the Federation of 
American Immigration Reform (FAIR), which the South-
ern Poverty Law Center has identified as a white su-
premacist hate group. UU Mass Action reports that the 
postcards are generating hundreds of calls to co-
sponsors from angry voters who misunderstand and 
oppose the bill.  Legislators need to hear from support-
ers. We need to thank them for their commitment to the 
Safe Communities Act and to state residents who are 
immigrants – and assure them of our support!  You can 
email or call.  To find out if your legislator co-sponsored 
this (or any) bill, find their web page, click on the “co-
sponsor” tab, and scroll down to the number of the bill.  
Bills are listed in numerical order. 

https://malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator                                                                                      

The major components of the Safe  
Communities Act 

 Ensures that law enforcement maintains public 
safety and fights crime, and that local resources 
are not used to enforce immigration laws. 

 Ensures due process rights 

 Prevents the state from assisting in the creation of 
a Muslim registry 

 Prevents 287(g) agreements (state and local law 
enforcement partnerships with ICE) 

Sponsors: Sen. Jamie Eldridge (S.1305) and Rep. Jua-
na Matías (H.3269)   

UUA to Participate in Poor People's Campaign 

At a press conference on December 4, UUA President 
Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray announced the UUA’s full 
participation in the Poor People's Campaign: A Na-
tional Call for Moral Revival at a press conference 
with Rev. William J. Barber and Rev. Liz Theoharis, 
among other faith leaders. Frederick-Gray said, “As 
people of faith and moral conscience, we must raise 
our voices and work tirelessly for the good of every-
one, not just for the rich or the privileged…Together, 
we will hold our leaders accountable. Together we will 
create a more just, loving and hopeful future for the 
generations who will come after us.”  

CommUnity Closet 
 

The CommUnity Closet, located at the UU Church of 
Brockton (325 West Elm St.), is open on the second 
Saturday of every month. On a snowy Dec 9th, people 
arrived early to line up for the 10 am opening, and the 
first hour was especially busy. We would like to 
acknowledge the donations of furniture from the fami-
ly of Bill and Erna Fox, that is being used to store and 
display clothing items.  Thanks also to the volunteers 
who helped organize and move the items from Foxbo-
ro. 

We continue to collect donations of new and gently 
used clothing. The focus continues on winter clothing, 
and with limited storage space available, we ask that 
you save other items for future months. You can al-
ways donate new socks and underwear as well as 
diapers, reading glasses, and women’s sanitary prod-
ucts. Drop off items in the Vestry.  It will be our 
church’s turn to tend the CommUnity Closet for the 
month of February. Mark your calendars for the open-
ing on Saturday, February 10, 2018. Please contact 
Camelia Rodriguez or Jim Mullin for more information 
and to volunteer. 

CommUnity Closet shoe racks and clothes 

https://malegislature.gov/Search/FindMyLegislator
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SOCIAL JUSTICE UPDATES, Continued 

Nicaragua Service Trip for Adults  
Update 

Nicaragua Service Trip for 
Adults: Is it time for you to 
travel to Nicaragua? If yes, or 
maybe, consider joining a pro-
posed 7-day trip in July 2018 to 
Chacraseca, outside of the Pa-
cific coast city of Leon, in coop-
eration with FNE international 
(fneinternational.org). Participants may include adult 
UCS members and friends, and members and friends 
from the other churches in our Five Points Cluster. 
The SJ Committee has decided to support FNE Inter-
national with May Brown Envelope donations.  If the 
trip goes forward, these funds will go toward the 
$2500 needed for construction of a house for a local 
family.  If we don’t have enough participants for a trip, 
we can still provide support for FNEI’s housing, 
health, and education programs.   
 

Daily activities will include a mix of work and play. 
Our central purpose is to help a family get a new, 
sturdy house and outdoor stove.  We can supply 
some of the labor, but individual participants can 
choose to do this or not. Professional builders and 
family members will complete the project after we 
leave.  Other possible activities: gardening projects, 
visiting schools to meet with teachers and students, 
teaching English to adults and/or children, visiting a 
community of artisans, and seeing some of the natu-
ral wonders of the country. Individual costs will be 
$500 per person (including a place to sleep, good 
food, ground transportation) plus airfare ($500-$700).  
Deadline for commitment to the trip will be no later 
than March 1, 2018.  Please contact Janet 
Schmidt for more information, to ask any questions, 
and to indicate your possible interest in participating. 

Gifts For Kids 

Thanks to everyone who supported this 
year’s Gifts for Kids drive. Our spon-
sors, shoppers, donors and collection/
distribution volunteers all helped to 
make the holiday season brighter for 
over 1100 children in need who live in Sharon and 12 
surrounding towns. The UCS congregation sponsored 
over 40 individual children this year – Thanks to all 
who made it possible! 

Upcoming Dates:   

Sunday, January 7, 12 Noon – 1:30 PM – Social Jus-
tice Committee Meeting (Library)  

Friday, January 12, 7 PM - Movie Night – An Incon-
venient Sequel: Truth to Power  

Sunday, January 14, 11:30 AM – Lunch making for 
MainSpring House (Vestry) 

Sunday, January 21, 10:30 AM – Social Justice Sun-
day Worship Service with UU Mass Action’s Executive 
Director, Laura Wagner. 

Social Justice Corner in the Vestry 
  

Following Sunday worship services, you 
can buy Equal Exchange fair trade coffees, choco-
lates and other items, as well Shopping for Jus-
tice supermarket gift cards in various denominations 
for Shaws, Stop & Shop, and Big Y (+/-5% of the 
value stays with the church to help fund our social 
justice projects in support of people who experience 
food and housing insecurity).  You can also pur-
chase note cards created by Kari Thostenson with 
beautiful photographic images, with all profits sup-
porting the social justice projects of the church. 

Social Justice Updates – January 2018 
 
We have lots of updates and some action oppor-
tunities to share this month.  We recommend that 
you sign up for your own weekly update from UU 
Mass Action (uumassaction.org) for some of the 
most current information. 
Everyone in our church community is welcome to 
attend one or more monthly Social Justice Com-
mittee meetings.  The next one is on Sunday, 
January 7 at 12 noon. Share your ideas and con-
cerns at a meeting, or contact one of the co-
chairs, Elizabeth Siftar and Gare Reid. 

The purpose of the Nicaragua Service trip is a construction of a 
sturdy family home just like the one above. 

http://fneinternational.org/
http://www.uumassaction.org
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Conversations 
At the Meetinghouse 
  

How Refugees Are Trans-
forming  

the Middle East 
 

Stuart Sears, PH.D. 

FRIDAY, January 1, 2017, 7 PM 
 

Stuart Sears, Ph.D. is a scholar of Arabic and Middle East History with a Ph.D 
from the University of Chicago in Early Islamic History.  He is co-founder of the 
Arabic Language Associates and previously taught at the American University in 
Cairo, Egypt.  Dr. Sears will discuss current crises in the Middle East and their im-
pact on the plight of refugees. 

 

Conversations at the Meetinghouse is a monthly program held on the first Friday of each 
month (October to June) at 7PM where members of the community share their expertise 
and experience about important issues of the day. 

Free and Open To Public 



The Chalice                                                                                                                                                                            January 2018 

10 

January 2018 Calendar 

Please go to  www.uusharon.org/
calendars  to reserve meeting 
space or to view the most up to 

date calendar. 
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UNITARIAN CHURCH 
 OF SHARON 

4 NORTH MAIN STREET 
SHARON, MA 02067 

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 

WORSHIP AND ACTIVITIES 

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 

781/784-3652  

SEND AN EMAIL TO 

ADMIN@UUSHARON.ORG 

OR VISIT US ON THE WEB AT 

www.uusharon.org 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

A Welcoming  
Congregation of 

the UUA 

 


